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DB-LINK ex presses ap pre ci a tion to Charles Free man, Se vere Dis abil ities Branch, Of fice of Spe cial Ed u ca tion Pro grams for 
pro vid ing in for ma tion about the fed eral grants pro gram. 

Since 1978, the U. S. De part ment of Ed u ca tion has pro vided con tin u ous sup port for re
search-and-demonstration pro jects to im prove prac tices and tech niques in ed u cat ing chil dren and youth 
with deaf-blindness. Be gin ning with three model pro jects, the fed eral pro gram steadily ex panded so that 
by the mid-1980s more than 30 spe cial pro jects were be ing funded each year.  The over all mis sion of the 
De part ment of Ed u ca tion has been to iden tify in no va tive and ef fec tive ed u ca tional approaches.  To that 
end, more than $54 mil lion has been spent on dem on stra tion, train ing, re search, and sys tems-change pro
jects since the pro gram’s in cep tion. 

What have we learned from these spe cial pro jects?  What has been the im pact on ed u ca tional prac tices? 
How have the find ings, re sources, and ma te ri als from these pro jects been put to use?  The pur pose of this 
ar ti cle is two fold.  First, it is in tended to in tro duce  DB-LINK’s new Re search-to-Practice Ini tia tive (RPI), 
which is de signed to bridge the gap be tween re search and dem on stra tion pro jects and the people who 
stand to ben e fit most from their find ings.  Sec ond, it en deav ors to in form the reader about a num ber of re
cent pro jects that may be use ful to the practioner; these pro jects are listed in the sec ond por tion of this ar ti 
cle. 

We know that in for ma tion gen er ated by re search and dem on stra tion pro jects is avail able, but there are 
many con cerns that it is not readily ac ces si ble to con sum ers, fam ily mem bers, and ed u ca tors.  For in stance, 
find ings may be re ported in re search jour nals that do not go be yond a lim ited pro fes sional au di ence.  Of
ten, ma te ri als and re sources do not ex ist in forms that are “user friendly” to par ents and teach ers.  Also, 
work shops or sem i nars in which new knowl edge is pre sented may be lim ited to the schools or geo 
graphic re gions where these pre sen ta tions are made.  Per haps the great est con cern is that the mis sion of 
the re searcher of ten dif fers from that of the teacher or par ent, who may not per ceive a par tic u lar pro ject as 
be ing di rectly rel e vant to a stu dent’s day-to-day needs. 

The RPI is tak ing sev eral steps to bridge this gap be tween re search ers and those who need this in for ma 
tion. DB-LINK pro poses an ac tion plan that in volves close col lab o ra tion with di rec tors of re

search-and-demonstration and other spe cial pro jects 
on deaf-blindness. Spe cific ob jec tives and ac tiv i ties of 
the RPI are to: 
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ri als.  A brief sum mary of this in for ma tion is
in cluded in this re port.  In fu ture is sues of 
Deaf-Blind Per spec tives, in di vid ual pro jects will
be high lighted with em pha sis on prac ti cal im
pli ca tions to con sum ers, fam ily mem bers, ser
vice pro vid ers, and ed u ca tors. 

Iden tify im por tant pro ject find ings and in ter ven 
tions that have prac ti cal ap pli ca tion in home, class
room, and/or com mu nity en vi ron ments. 

Many im por tant in ter ven tions, teach ing strat
e gies, and ob ser va tions are bur ied within pro
ject re ports.  Fur ther more, pro jects may
pro duce in for ma tion or ma te ri als that are not
widely cir cu lated.  As part of the RPI,
DB-LINK will make ev ery ef fort to ac cess and
re view tech ni cal re ports, jour nal ar ti cles, con
fer ence pro ceed ings, pro fes sional pa pers,
news let ters, hand outs, and other re sources to 
iden tify po ten tially ef fec tive prac tices and re
sources. In the pro cess, DB-LINK will work co
op er a tively with pro ject di rec tors to de velop
user-friendly forms of this in for ma tion (e.g.,
fact sheets, pam phlets). 

Share Re search-to-Practice find ings with the sin gle 
and multi-state 307.11 pro jects. 

As co or di na tors of deaf-blind ed u ca tion ser
vices, staff on state and multi-state 307.11 pro
jects have the re spon si bil ity to en sure that 
ed u ca tors  in  their  ju  r is  dic  t ions use 
state-of- the-art  pro ce  dures.   The Re
search-to-Practice model will pro vide 307.11
staff with this in for ma tion.  Each 307.11 co or di 
na tor will be able to share this in for ma tion 

with di rect ser vice staff through inservice
trainings, news let ters, tech ni cal as sis tance, 
etc. 

Share out comes of the im por tant pro ject find ings 
with NTAC (Na tional Tech ni cal As sis tance Con
sor tium for Children and Young Adults who are 
Deaf-Blind). 

NTAC per son nel im pact hun dreds of pro fes 
sion als across the na tion each year who in turn
pro vide di rect ser vice to chil dren and young
adults who are deaf-blind. Keeping NTAC
staff in formed of the lat est us able re search will 
ex pe dite the trans fer ence of these find ings to
prac tic ing pro fes sion als. Armed with knowl
edge of the lat est re search, NTAC staff will be
able to co or di nate the el e va tion of re search to 
prac tice by mak ing find ings avail able not only
to ed u ca tors via the state 307.11 pro jects but
also to other pro fes sion als through co op er at 
ing agen cies (e.g., vo ca tional re ha bil i ta tion,
com mu nity col leges, in de pend ent liv ing cen
ters) serv ing young adults who are deaf-blind. 

Share per ti nent find ings with The Na tional Fam ily 
As so ci a tion of the Deaf-Blind (NFADB) and lo cal 
fam ily units. 

Many of the re search-to-practice find ings will
also be help ful to par ents and fam ily mem bers
of chil dren and young adults who are
deaf-blind. By shar ing the in for ma tion with
NFADB, it will in turn be made avail able to 
par ents—usu ally the pre mier ad vo cates in the
lives of young peo ple who are deaf-blind. 
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Com mu ni cate with di rec tors and staff of re search 
and dem on stra tion pro jects about re quests for in-
for ma tion from fam ily mem bers, con sum ers, and 
ed u ca tors that per tain to their ar eas of study. 

DB-LINK re ceives many re quests for in for ma 
tion per tain ing to the ed u ca tional, so cial, and
health is sues of peo ple who are deaf-blind.  By
alert ing pro ject di rec tors to these gen eral in for 
ma tional needs, mu tual gains can be re al ized. 
Fu ture pro jects may better un der stand and ad
dress the spe cific needs of in di vid u als who are
deaf-blind, their fam i lies, and the peo ple who
work with them. This, in turn, may serve to
pro mote the de vel op ment of more use ful ma
te ri als and re sources. 

As sist pro jects to iden tify a wide range of out lets 
for the dis sem i na tion of their find ings, prod ucts, 
ma te ri als, and re sources, in clud ing in for ma tion 
clear ing houses, par ent or ga ni za tions, con sumer 
groups, and pro fes sional or ga ni za tions. 

One con cern which led to the for ma tion of RPI 
is the be lief that pro jects can— and must—pro
mote ef fec tive ed u ca tional prac tices through
im ple men ta tion of a well-developed dis sem i 
na tion plan.  The RPI calls for DB-LINK and 
pro ject di rec tors to work to gether to pro mote
the vis i bil ity, per ma nence, ac ces si bil ity, and
replicability of pos i tive out comes and ma te 
rial re sources. 

Serve to pro mote pub lic aware ness of cur rent or 
prom is ing ap proaches, ma te ri als, and re sults from 
re search and dem on stra t ion pro jects  on 
deaf-blindness. 

Find ings and re sources from spe cial pro jects
of ten take sev eral years be fore reach ing the
tar geted au di ences.  For ex am ple, re search 
may be re ported in a jour nal or a fi nal re port
long af ter the pro ject has been com pleted.  The 
RPI aims to re duce the lag time be tween re
search find ings and their prac ti cal ap pli ca 
tions by pub li ciz ing new in for ma tion as soon
as it be comes avail able. 

Current Research and Demonstration

Projects


It is in ter est ing to com pare re cent re search and 
dem on stra tion pro jects with those funded a de
cade ago. Cer tainly, the over all mis sion of the 
grants pro grams in deaf-blindness has been con
sis tent: namely, to “dem on strate in no va tive and 
ef fec tive ap proaches” to the ed u ca tion of chil dren 
and youth who are deaf-blind (Fed eral Reg is ter, 
July 22, 1985). So, too, have the fed eral pri or i 
ties—ar eas of spe cial con cern—re mained con sis 
tent. Ten years ago, pro jects fo cused on such 
crit i cal ar eas as com mu ni ca tion skills, teacher 
train ing, vo ca tional and tran si tional ser vices, and 
in creas ing pa ren tal in volve ment in the ed u ca 

tional pro cess.  Ob vi ously, these and other ar eas 
are still pri or i ties to day. 

How ever, the past ten years have wit nessed sev
eral sub stan tial dif fer ences in how we con cep tu al 
ize these pri or ity ar eas.  One has been the shift in 
em pha sis from de sign ing in no va tive ed u ca tional 
prac tices in “least re stric tive” or “least seg re 
gated” en vi ron ments to “fully in clu sive” or “fully 
in te grated” ed u ca tional and com mu nity set tings. 
The change in ter mi nol ogy is not just se man tic.  It 
re flects the ex pec ta tion that chil dren and youth 
who are deaf-blind be of fered and/or pro vided 
op por tu ni ties and sup port to par tic i pate fully in 
the schools and pro grams within their com mu ni 
ties. An other change has been the ex ten sion of 
pro jects on com mu ni ca tion skills to em pha size so
cial in ter ac tions and re la tion ships.  In creas ingly, 
com mu ni ca tion train ing ma te ri als and meth ods, 
such as the use of sym bol sys tems, tac tual sign ing, 
and augmentative or assistive de vices, are be ing 
de vel oped and eval u ated in the con texts of nat u ral 
par ent-child in ter ac tions and peer re la tion ships. 
We have rec og nized that com mu ni ca tion skills 
can not be sep a rated from so cial skills, and that 
they are best taught and stud ied amidst the com
plex i ties of the real so cial world. 

A third change has been in the scope of to day’s 
pro jects.  A long-standing aim of the fed eral grants 
pro gram has been to in crease lo cal or state “ca pac 
ity,” which re fers to the build ing up of per son nel, 
ma te rial, and in for ma tional re sources in the re
gions in which pro jects on deaf-blindness are con
ducted. A quick glance be low will show that many 
cur rent pro jects also have na tional im pact through 
their cre ation of task forces, ad vi sory boards, and 
con sor tia in volv ing par ents, con sum ers, and pro
fes sion als from around the coun try. 

Summary 
The de scrip tions of the pro jects be low serve to 
high light some of the re search-and-demonstration 
top ics of cur rent con cern.  Each pro ject has tre men 
dous po ten tial to iden tify ef fec tive prac tices, les
sons learned, chal lenges, in ter ven tions, and 
in sights about the ed u ca tion of chil dren and youth 
who are deaf-bl ind.  DB-LINK’s re
search-to-practice ini tia tive seeks to help all pro
jects re al ize their po ten tial to pro vide in for ma tion 
and re sources hav ing prac ti cal sig nif i cance, di rect 
and im me di ate ap pli ca tion, and pos i tive out
comes for the stu dents, their fam i lies, ed u ca tors, 
and ser vice pro vid ers. 
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A Sampling of Current Projects 
Cur rent spe cial pro jects on deaf-blindness are pre
sented here ac cord ing to their ar eas of in ves ti ga 
tion. These in clude:  in clu sion, com mu ni ca tion 
and tech nol ogy, early in ter ven tion, pro fes sional 
train ing and de vel op ment, life style plan ning, 
prob lem-solving skills, and so cial re la tion ships. 
The pro ject di rec tors or co or di na tors were con
tacted by tele phone to ob tain in for ma tion about 
use ful find ings and prod ucts avail able for par ents 
and prac ti tio ners. 

Inclusion of Students with Deaf-Blindness 

Two pro jects have re cently been funded which fall 
un der the um brella of in clu sion.  A pro ject called 
Full In clu sion Pro gram for Stu dents with 
Deaf-Blindness is based at San Fran cisco State 
Uni ver sity and is di rected by Dr. Lori Goetz.  This 
model and dem on stra tion pro ject has iden ti fied 
and worked with six stu dents who are deaf-blind 
and who at tend full-time in clu sive ed u ca tion pro
grams. In ad di tion, a na tional task force for this 
pro ject was or ga nized to pur sue spe cific con tent 
prob lem ar eas and po ten tial so lu tions, as well as to 
an a lyze ef fec tive prac tices.  Task force mem bers 
are also re spon si ble for pre sent ing case stud ies of 
in clu sive ed u ca tion pro grams from around the 
coun try.  The pro ject pro vides di rect sup port, 
train ing, and/or con sul ta tion to the stu dents with 
deaf-blindness, their peers, and ed u ca tors in fully 
in clu sive pro grams in Cal i for nia.  The pro ject em
pha sizes the im por tance of a co he sive team and 
col lab o ra tion among all par ties.  Dr. Goetz re
marked that one of the first ques tions to ask in de-
vel op ing an in clu sive pro gram is, “How do you 
make a team work in a func tional and pos i tive 
way?” The pro ject is de vel op ing a se ries of prod
ucts for par ents and ed u ca tors, in clud ing an over
view of in clu sive ed u ca tion prac tices in volv ing 
stu dents who are deaf-blind and a nar ra tive of 
case stud ies from around the coun try.  This re view 
will be avail able Fall 1996 through the Cal i for nia 
Re search In sti tute. 

For fur ther in for ma tion, Dr. Goetz can be con
tacted at: 

San Fran cisco State Uni ver sity 
1640 Hol lo way Av e nue 
San Fran cisco, CA  94132 
415-338-1306 
e-mail ad dress: lgoetz@sfsu.edu. 

The sec ond pro ject within this cat e gory is en ti tled 
Re lated Ser vices Re search to Sup port the Ed u 
ca tion of Stu dents with Deaf-Blindness and is 
based at the Uni ver sity of Ver mont.  Dr. Mi chael 

Giangreco is the pro ject di rec tor.  The pro ject seeks 
to im ple ment and eval u ate a set of ten spe cific 
guide lines to help ed u ca tional teams make de ci 
sions about how best to de liver re lated ser vices 
(e.g., ther a pies) for stu dents who are deaf-blind in 
in clu sive ed u ca tion pro grams.  The pro cess is 
called VISTA (Ver mont In ter de pen dent Ser vices 
Team Ap proach).  The pro ject is study ing how the 
ap pli ca tion of VISTA af fects the pro vi sion of re
lated ser vices to stu dents (e.g., lo ca tion of ser vices, 
ed u ca tional rel e vance, im proved knowl edge of 
team mem bers).  The VISTA pro cess is de scribed 
in a man ual pub lished by Paul H. Brookes Pub
lishing Co. (Ver mont In ter de pen dent Ser vices 
Team Ap proach:  A Guide to Co or di nating Ed u ca 
tional Sup port Ser vices, 1996, 176 pages, $26.00, 
1-800-638-3775.) Ad di tional in for ma tion about 
this pro ject, in clud ing a se ries of five “quick 
guides” for  ed u cat  ing stu dents  with 
deaf-blindness and other se vere dis abil i ties, can 
be ob tained from Dr. Giangreco at: 

Uni ver sity of Ver mont 
499C Water man Build ing 
Burlington, VT 05405 
802-656-1144. 
http://www.uvm.edu~uapvt/RSRP.html (In cludes 
spe cific re search ques tions, a brief de scrip tion of VISTA, 
and nu mer ous list ings of prod ucts in clud ing ar ti cles and 
ab stract.) 

Communication and Technology 

There is cur rently one re search pro ject on com mu 
ni ca tion and tech nol ogy. Use of FM Sys tems with 
Children who are Deaf-Blind, di rected by Dr. 
Barbara Frank lin at San Fran cisco State Uni ver 
sity, stud ies the im pact of FM sys tems on the de-
vel op ment of com mu ni ca tion skills.  An FM 
sys tem con sists of a mi cro phone which is worn by 
the per son speak ing (e.g., teacher, class mate, par
ent) and a re ceiver which is worn by the stu dent 
with hear ing im pair ment.  This pro ject ex am ines 
how new tech nol o gies in FM sys tems af fect so cial 
in ter ac tions be tween stu dents who are deaf-blind 
and their typ i cal peers.  Re search meth ods in clude 
ob ser va tions of stu dents us ing FM sys tems in in te 
grated set tings and in ter views of teach ers, peers, 
fam i lies, and in di vid u als with deaf-blindness. 
The pro ject also pro vides inservice train ing for 
teach ers and fam ily mem bers on the use of FM sys
tems. Dr. Frank lin notes that FM tech nol ogy has 
ex panded since the de vel op ment of new, com pact, 
be hind-the-ear units.  A train ing man ual and vid
eo tape on the ben e fits of this tech nol ogy are cur
rently be ing de vel oped.  Dr. Frank lin can be 
con tacted at: 

4


mailto:lgoetz@sfsu.edu
http://www.uvm.edu~uapvt/RSRP.html


________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

Fall 1996 

San Fran cisco State Uni ver sity 
De part ment of Spe cial Ed u ca tion 
1600 Hol lo way Av e nue 
San Fran cisco, CA  94132 
415-338-1249. 

Early Intervention 

Two pro jects fo cus on early in ter ven tion.  Both are 
con ducted at Cal i for nia State Uni ver sity at 
Northridge. Pro ject PLAI: Pro moting Learning, 
Ac tiv ities, and In ter ac tion in In fants who are 
Deaf-Blind is a re search val i da tion pro ject on in
fant-caregiver in ter ac tions, co-directed by Drs. 
Deborah Chen and Michele Haney. Dr. Chen 
states that the pri mary goal of the pro ject is to fa cil 
i tate healthy re la tion ships be tween fam ily mem
bers and in fants with deaf-blindness.  The pro ject 
has de vel oped a se ries of ques tion naires for par
ents and early in ter ven tion ists to gather in for ma 
tion about early com mu ni ca tion be hav iors of 
in fants with deaf-blindness.  In fant-caregiver in
ter ac tions are vid eo taped.  This in for ma tion is 
used to de velop in ter ac tive games de signed to in
crease pos i tive in ter ac tions be tween in fants and 
care givers and to pro mote care givers’ sense of 
com pe tence when in ter act ing with in fants who are 
deaf-blind. The pro ject also con ducts work shops 
and pro vides tech ni cal as sis tance to fam i lies and 
early in ter ven tion per son nel.  The ques tion naires 
and cur ric u lar games are be ing field-tested for 
pro duc tion in the Fall of 1997.  Dr. Chen will pres
ent a pa per on this pro ject in De cem ber 1996 at the 
Di vi sion of Early Child hood Con fer ence (DEC) in 
Phoe nix. 

The sec ond pro ject is called Early In ter ven tion 
Model Dem on stra tion Net work for In fants with 
Deaf-Blindness and Their Fam ilies. This pro ject, 
also di rected by Dr. Deborah Chen, seeks to im
prove early in ter ven tion pro grams and ser vices 
for in fants and fam ily mem bers.  The pro ject has 
been work ing with six early in ter ven tion pro
grams in which in fants who are deaf-blind are en
rolled. Early in ter ven tion teams en deavor to 
iden tify rel e vant in ter ven tion goals and ac tiv i ties 
that con sider unique is sues of deaf-blindness 
through a sys tem atic Pro gram Self Re view.  The 
pro ject has also worked with fam i lies to iden tify 
use ful ma te ri als.  One out come of the pro ject has 
been the de vel op ment of three vid eo tapes on func
tional hear ing and au di o log i cal as sess ment, func
t ional  vi  s ion as  sess  ment,  and early 
com mu ni ca tion be hav iors.  Dis cus sion guides are 
cur rently be ing de vel oped for the vid eo tapes.  The 
vid eo tapes, dis cus sion guides, and Pro gram Self 
Re view will be avail able in Jan u ary of 1997. For ad

di tional in for ma tion, con tact Dr. Chen or Dr. 
Haney at: 

Cal i for nia State Uni ver sity 
De part ment of Spe cial Ed u ca tion 
18111 Nordhof Street 
Northridge, CA 91330 
818-885-4604 (Dr. Chen) 
818-885-3874 (Dr. Haney). 

Personnel Training and Professional 
Development 

The Perkins Na tional Deafblind Training Pro
ject: A Col lab o ra tive Model is di rected by 
Marianne Riggio and co or di nated by Dr. Barbara 
McLetchie of Perkins School for the Blind. The 
pro ject was de signed to ad dress the con cern that 
only about 6% of ed u ca tors work ing with stu dents 
who are deaf-blind have had spe cific train ing in 
deaf-blindness. The pro ject has cre ated a na tional 
con sor tium of ex perts in deaf-blindness on train
ing needs of teach ers;  con ducted a na tional sur vey 
to iden tify the most crit i cal train ing needs; con
ducted eight sum mer in sti tutes to train teach ers of 
stu dents who are deaf-blind, their par ents, ad min 
is tra tors, and other ser vice pro vid ers; and de vel 
oped a “stan dard of com pe ten cies”—the skills and 
knowl edge that teach ers need to work with stu
dents who are deaf-blind. The pro ject is com pil ing 
and field-testing the set of teacher com pe ten cies, 
which will help de fine train ing stan dards for 
teach ers.  These will be avail able for dis sem i na tion 
Sep tem ber 1996.  Ms. Riggio and Dr. McLetchie 
can be con tacted for ad di tional in for ma tion at: 

Perkins School for the Blind 
125 N. Bea con Street 
Watertown, MA 02172 
617-972-7264 (Ms. Riggio) 
617-972-7226 (Dr. McLetchie). 

Lifestyle Planning

 A pro ject on Ser vices for Children with 
Deaf-Blindness: Life style Planning and En
hance ment is di rected by Dr. Norris Haring and 
co or di nated by Dr. Lyle Romer of the Uni ver sity of 
Wash ing ton.  The pro ject is de signed to de velop, 
im ple ment, and eval u ate a set of pro ce dures to im
prove the life styles and qual ity of ed u ca tional ser
vices for in di vid u als who are deaf-blind. 
“Life style plan ning” is a pro cess which iden ti fies 
stu dents’ strengths, builds for mal and in for mal 
sup ports and net works, and pre pares in di vid u als 
for suc cess ful com mu nity liv ing.  The pro ject has 
worked di rectly with many fam i lies by pro vid ing 
tech ni cal as sis tance.  Pro ject re sults sug gest that 
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such per son-centered plan ning can have pos i tive 
im pact on the qual ity of  IEPs (in di vid u al ized ed u 
ca tional pro grams), as well as on the stu dents’ so
cial ac tiv i ties and in ter ac tions.  The pro ject also has 
trained nondisabled peers to com mu ni cate and in
ter act more ef fec tively with stu dents who are 
deaf-blind. Sub se quent ob ser va tions in di cate that 
rates of con tact and the qual i ties of in ter ac tion im
prove be tween stu dents with deaf-blindness and 
nondisabled peers. A chap ter on life style plan
ning is pre sented in the book Wel coming Stu dents 
Who Are Deaf-Blind Into Typ i cal Class rooms, ed
ited by Norris Haring and Lyle Romer (Paul H. 
Brookes Pub lishing Co., 1995, 480 pages, $35.00, 
1-800-638-3775). An ar ti cle on peer me di a tion 
train ing also ap peared in the De cem ber 1995 is sue 
of the pro fes sional jour nal Ed u ca tion and Training 
in Men tal Re tar da tion and De vel op men tal Dis abil ities. 
For ad di tional in for ma tion, con tact Dr. Norris 
Haring or Dr. Lyle Romer at: 

Uni ver sity of Wash ing ton 
Ex per i men tal Ed u ca tion Unit WJ-10 
Se at tle, WA  98195 
206-543-8565 (Dr. Haring) 
pager 360-786-2525 (Dr. Lyle Romer). 

Problem-Solving Skills 

One re search pro ject is study ing how chil dren 
with deaf-blindness learn to mas ter their phys i cal 
en vi ron ments.  A pro ject en ti tled Over coming 
Help less ness: Hands-On Prob lem Solving Skills 
for Children with Deaf-Blindness is col lect ing in-
for ma tion from par ents and teach ers of chil dren 
with deaf-blindness. The pro ject is di rected by Dr. 
Char ity Rowland and co or di nated by Philip 
Schweigert  at  Wash ing ton State  Uni  ver 
sity-Portland Pro jects in Port land, Or e gon.  Re
sults  wil l  be  used to  de velop a  better 
un der stand ing of how chil dren with vi sion and 
hear ing im pair ments come to know about their 
phys i cal worlds.  The pro ject seeks to better de
scribe how chil dren learn to over come bar ri ers 
and ob sta cles, ex plore ob jects, use tools, con struct 
ob jects, match one ob ject to an other, and search for 
and re trieve ma te ri als they de sire.  Re sults will be 
sum ma rized for a jour nal ar ti cle.  In ad di tion, as
sess ment in stru ments for use in school and at 
home will be re vised so that par ents and teach ers 
can mon i tor how chil dren with deaf-blindness ac
quire prob lem-solving skills.  A vid eo tape will be 
made avail able which il lus trates the as sess ment 
in stru ment.  For more in for ma tion, con tact Dr. 
Char ity Rowland at 

Wash ing ton State Uni ver sity-Portland Pro jects 
1818 S.E. Di vi sion 

Port land, OR  97202 
503-232-9145 
e-mail ad dress: rowland@van cou ver.wsu.edu. 

Social Relationships 

Three re search pro jects were re cently com pleted 
on the so cial re la tion ships and in ter ac tions of stu
dents who are deaf-blind. One pro ject, So cial Re la 
tion ships of Children and Ad o les cents with 
Deaf-Blindness, was di rected by Dr. Harvey Mar 
and co or di nated by Nancy Sall at St. Luke’s/Roo
se velt Hos pi tal in New York City.  This pro ject 
pro vided sup port and as sis tance to help in crease 
so cial op por tu ni ties and in ter ac tions for ten stu
dents with deaf-blindness. In ter ven tion ac tiv i ties 
were de signed to in crease teacher aware ness of 
nat u ral school-based op por tu ni ties for so cial in
ter ac tion, pro mote in creased pa ren tal in volve 
ment in cre at ing so cial op por tu ni ties in their 
com mu ni ties, in crease peer in volve ment with the 
stu dents, and sup port the es tab lish ment of so
cially in te grated ac tiv i ties in schools.  The pro ject 
iden ti fied spe cific bar ri ers which im peded so cial 
op por tu ni ties, as well as use ful strat e gies to pro
mote so cial in ter ac tions and re la tion ships be
tween stu dents with deaf-blindness and their 
school peers. These are sum ma rized in sev eral 
prod ucts and ma te ri als, in clud ing the fi nal re port 
(avail able through DB-LINK or ERIC), a se ries of 
hand outs en ti tled Notes for Ed u ca tors Working 
with Stu dents who are Deaf-Blind (avail able from 
the pro ject co or di na tor or DB-LINK), an ar ti cle en-
ti tled “En hancing So cial Op por tu nities and Re la 
tion ships of Children Who are Deaf-Blind” in the 
May-June 1995 is sue of Jour nal of Vi sual Im pair ment 
and Blind ness (vol. 89) , and pro ceed ings from a re
gional work shop on so cial re la tion ships of chil
dren with deaf-blindness (soon to be avail able 
from the pro ject co or di na tor).  Par ents may be in
ter ested in a brief sum mary of an in ter view study 
con ducted on pa ren tal per cep tions of the friend
ships and so cial ac tiv i ties of their chil dren (New 
York Par ent News let ter, 1996, vol. VIII, avail able 
from New York Par ent Net work Inc., P.O. Box 423, 
Yon kers, NY, 10704).  For fur ther in for ma tion 
about the pro ject, con tact Dr. Harvey Mar or 
Nancy Sall at: 

St. Luke’s/Roo se velt Hos pi tal Cen ter 
1000 Tenth Av e nue, Antenucci-9 
New York, NY 10019 
212-523-6280 
e-mail ad dresses:  hhm1@co lum bia.edu (Dr. Mar) 
nsall@aol.com (Ms. Sall). 

A sec ond pro ject, Re search on So cial Re la tion 
ships for  Children and Youth with 
Deaf-Blindness, was di rected by Dr. Rob ert Hor
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ner and co or di nated by Dr. J. Ste phen New ton at 
the Uni ver sity of Or e gon.  The pro ject ex am ined 
sta bil ity of so cial re la tion ships be tween per sons 
with se vere dis abil i ties and mem bers of their com
mu ni ties.  Studies also ex am ined ways to re duce 
bar ri ers to so cial ac tiv i ties, train peers to be come 
more so cially com pe tent dur ing in ter ac tions, and 
en hance so cial sup port.  Sev eral dif fer ent stud ies 
were pub lished, in clud ing: “A Con cep tual Model 
for Im proving the So cial Life of In di vid uals with 
Men tal Re tar da tion” in the De cem ber 1994 is sue of 
Men tal Re tar da tion; “Fac tors Con trib uting to the 
Sta bil ity of So cial Re la tion ships Be tween In di vid 
uals with Men tal Re tar da tion and Other Com mu 
nity Mem bers” in the De cem ber 1995 is sue of 
Men tal Re tar da tion; and, “So cial Skills and the Sta
bil ity of So cial Re la tion ships Be tween In di vid uals 
with In tel lec tual Dis abil ities and Other Com mu 
nity Mem bers” in Re search in De vel op men tal Dis
abil ities (1996, vol. 17, is sue 1).  For ad di tional 
in for ma tion, Drs. Rob ert Hor ner and Steve New
ton can be con tacted at: 

The Spe cial ized Training Pro gram

Cen ter on Hu man De vel op ment

Uni ver sity of Or e gon

Eu gene, OR  97403

503-346-2462 (Dr. Hor ner)

503-346-2470 (Dr. New ton)

e-mail ad dress:

steve_new ton@ccmail.uoregon.edu (Dr. New ton)


The Friends for Life pro ject, di rected by Dr. Norris 
Haring and co or di nated by Dr. Lyle Romer at the Uni
ver sity of Wash ing ton, was con cerned with de vel op ing 
strat e gies and pro ce dures to sup port mean ing ful 
friend ships be tween chil dren with deaf-blindness and 
their nondisabled peers. Find ings from this pro ject sug
gest that stu dents with deaf-blindness have very low 
rates of con tact with their peers in in te grated set tings 
and that re la tion ships that do de velop tend to be un sta 
ble and fleet ing.  For the an swers to crit i cal ques tions, 
such as how to in crease the en dur ance of re la tion ships, 
the pro ject staff turned to peers for as sis tance.  The pro
ject found that em pow er ing peers proved more fruit ful 
in cre at ing mean ing ful and sta ble re la tion ships than the 
use of adult-mediated strat e gies.  Sev eral pro fes sional 
ar ti cles were pre pared from these stud ies in clud ing an 
ar ti cle for the TASH News let ter (Feb ru ary 1993) en ti tled 
“Julian’s Tran si tion: A Dream Team and Hard Work.” 
A hand out on sim u la tion ex er cises, As sisting Young 
Peo ple to Meet their Peers Who are Deaf-Blind, and in-
for ma tion about jour nal pub li ca tions are avail able 
through Dr. Norris Haring at: 

Uni ver sity of Wash ing ton 
Ex per i men tal Ed u ca tion Unit WJ-10 
Se at tle, WA  98195 
206-543-8565. 

The National Information

Clearinghouse On Children


Who Are Deaf-Blind


DB-LINK (The Na tional In for ma tion Clear ing 
house On Children Who Are Deaf-Blind) is pleased 
to an nounce no tice of fund ing for the pe riod 
1996-1999. Round II, as we call it, will al low us to 
build upon our cur rent ef forts to ex pand and pro
vide cost-free in for ma tion re lated to chil dren and 
youth (0-21) who are deaf-blind, their fam i lies, and 
the pro fes sion als who serve them.  DB-LINK op er 
ates un der the lead er ship and cen tral man age ment 
of the Teaching Re search Di vi sion of West ern Or e 
gon State Col lege. 

Over the course of Round II, DB-LINK will: 
•	 Main tain, ex pand, and dis sem i nate in for ma tion on 

deaf-blindness to all groups; 
•	 Over see the de vel op ment of se lected fact sheets 

and con trib ute to Deaf-Blind Per spec tives; 
•	 De velop and im ple ment the Re search-to-Practice 

Ini tia tive (see ar ti cle on page 1 of this is sue); 
•	 Work to wards in cor po rat ing tech nol ogy to com

ple ment ex ist ing in for ma tion ser vices in clud ing 
mak ing our da ta bases avail able via Internet, and 
on line bib li og ra phies; 

•	 Work with 307.11 pro jects to fa cil i tate in for ma tion 
shar ing; and 

•	 Ex pand our ex ist ing link ages with con sumer, fam
ily, and pro fes sional groups. 

A core group of three agen cies has been the back
bone of DB-LINK since its in cep tion in Oc to ber of 
1992: Helen Keller Na tional Cen ter, Perkins School 
for the Blind, and Teaching Re search.  These three 
agen cies will con tinue to work in har mony to main
tain a na tional clear ing house that lo cates, or ga 
nizes, man ages, and dis sem i nates in for ma tion 
about deaf-blindness in ar eas that in clude: ef fec tive 
early in ter ven tion, spe cial ed u ca tion, and gen eral 
ed u ca tion prac tices; re lated med i cal, health, so cial, 
and rec re ational ser vices; rel e vant le gal is sues; em
ploy ment and in de pend ent liv ing; postsecondary 
ed u ca tional ser vices; and in for ma tion on the na ture 
of deaf-blindness. Other co op er at ing agen cies 
(Amer i can As so ci a tion of the Deaf-Blind, Na tional 
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Fam ily As so ci a tion of the Deaf-Blind, for ex am ple) 
are cur rently in volved with DB-LINK in a va ri ety of 
con trac tual and less for mal col lab o ra tions. 

DB-LINK has de vel oped and main tains mul ti ple 
da ta bases that in clude bib lio graph i cal as well as lo
cal, re gional, na tional, and in ter na tional re sources 
that serve the tar get pop u la tion.  This in for ma tion 
is dis sem i nated to a wide au di ence in clud ing 
state-level ser vice co or di na tors, other pro fes sion 
als, par ents, em ploy ers, and mem bers of the pub lic 
via DB-LINK In for ma tion Spe cial ists housed at the 
core agen cies.  An in quiry-response pro cess tai
lored to the needs of the re questor uti lizes a com bi 
na tion of tra di tional (toll-free voice/tty phones, 
hard-copy in for ma tion pack ets, etc.) and elec tronic 
means (Internet, World wide Web, elec tronic bul le 
tin boards, etc.) to dis sem i nate in for ma tion to con-
sum ers through out the United States. 

DB-LINK 
Teaching Re search 
345 N. Monmouth Ave. 
Monmouth, OR 97361 
(800) 438-9376 (voice) 
(800) 854-7013 (tty) 

www.tr.wosc.osshe.edu/dblink 

National Technical Assistance

Consortium for Children and


Young Adults Who Are

Deaf-Blind (NTAC)


Teaching Re search Di vi sion of West ern Or e gon 
State Col lege, and Helen Keller Na tional Cen ter are 
pleased to an nounce fund ing of the Na tional Tech
ni cal As sis tance Con sor tium for Children and 
Young Adults who are Deaf-Blind (NTAC). The 
pro ject is funded un der the U.S. De part ment of Ed-
u ca tion, Of fice of Spe cial Ed u ca tion and Re ha bil i ta 
tion Ser vices, Of fice of Spe cial Pro grams.  The 
pri mary mis sion of NTAC is (a) to as sist states to 
im prove the qual ity of ex ist ing place ments and ser
vices for in di vid u als (birth to age 28) who are 
deaf-blind, and (b) to in crease the num bers of chil
dren, young adults, their fam i lies, and their ser vice 
pro vid ers who will ben e fit from these ser vices. 

NTAC com bines the vast re sources, ex per tise and 
ex pe ri ence of two prom i nent agen cies:  Teaching 
Re search and Helen Keller Na tional Cen ter.  These 
two agen cies have united in a na tional co op er a tive 
ef fort to fur nish train ing and tech ni cal as sis tance to 
fam i lies, ser vice pro vid ers, state agen cies, and or
ga ni za tions re spon si ble for the care and ser vices of 
in fants, young chil dren, school-age chil dren, and 
young adults who are deaf-blind. By part ner ing to
gether, the con sor tium agen cies bring years of suc
cess ful tech ni cal as sis tance ex pe ri ence from the 
Teaching Re search TRACES Pro ject and the Helen 
Keller Na tional Cen ter - Tech ni cal As sis tance Cen
ter. 

NTAC will work with agen cies and fam i lies within 
states through the pro vi sion of tech ni cal as sis tance 
to: 
•	 “Fa cil i tate long-range plan ning and de vel op ment 

of col lab o ra tive part ner ships among fam i lies, ser
vice pro vid ers, and agen cies at the lo cal, state, and 
re gional lev els; 

•	 “Use ”ef fec tive prac tices" and cur rent re search 
find ings to en hance train ing op por tu ni ties for fam
i lies and ser vice pro vid ers to in crease aware ness, 
knowl edge, and skills in meet ing the unique needs 
of chil dren and young adults who are deaf-blind; 

•	 “As sist par ents and fam ily mem bers in ad vo cat ing 
for and par tic i pat ing in ef fec tive ser vice de liv ery 
sys tems for the fam ily mem ber who is deaf-blind; 

•	 “As sist  young adults who are deaf-blind to pro
mote self-advocacy and self-determination; and 

•	 “De velop a na tion wide da ta base of de mo graphic 
char ac ter is tics of in fants through young adults 
who are deaf-blind. 

NTAC is com mit ted to us ing the most ef fec tive re
sources and ap proaches to as sist states in all tech ni 
cal as sis tance ac tiv i ties.  A fo cus of NTAC is the 
uti li za tion of all stake holders to plan, im ple ment, 
and eval u ate these tech ni cal as sis tance ac tiv i ties. 

Con tact NTAC staff at: 
Teaching Re search 
Voice: (503) 838-8293 
TTY: (503) 838-8821 
Fax: (503) 838-8510 
Internet: www.tr.wosc.osshe.edu/ntac 

and Helen Keller Na tional Cen ter 
Voice & TTY (516) 944-8900 
Fax:(516) 944-8751. 
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Tomorrow’s Deaf-Blind

Perspectives


Bruce Bull, Managing Editor 

“We be lieve that by pre sent ing the di verse opin ions that 
ex ist among those who are deaf-blind, their par ents, and 
the pro fes sion als who are in volved with them, we shall 
be gin to ac cept the dif fer ences that ex ist within the field 
and per haps rec on cile some of those dif fer ences. 
Thereby, we might help to build a dis ci pline that is united 
in pur pose and yet re tains its di ver sity.” 

Bud Fredericks, 1993 

This is sue marks the be gin ning our fourth year 
of Deaf-Blind Per spec tives (DBP). With the re cent 
fund ing of  Na tional Tech ni cal As sis tance Con sor 
tium for Children and Young Adults who are 
Deaf-Bl ind (NTAC) and re  fund ing of 
DB-LINK—two of three sources fund ing this pub
li ca tion—the time seems right to ex am ine how we 
can best achieve our above-stated pur pose.  Ad di 
tionally, I have in cluded find ings from the re cent 
DBP read er ship sur vey that has pro vided, and will 
con tinue to pro vide, di rec tion to DBP. 

DBP could not ex ist with out the sup port of two na
tional deaf-blind pro jects: NTAC and DB-LINK. 
Though one func tion of DBP is the dis sem i na tion 
of in for ma tion per ti nent to these pro jects, we have 
also make ev ery ef fort to be more than just an other 
pro ject news let ter.  One ex pected re sult of com bin 
ing the na tional deaf-blind tech ni cal as sis tance ef
forts of TRACES and HKNC-TAC into NTAC is 
that DBP will re flect the col lab o ra tion within this 
pro ject.  Be cause one of NTAC’s charges is to im
prove ser vices to in di vid u als who are deaf-blind, 
birth to age 28, Deaf-Blind Per spec tives will in crease 
its so lic i ta tion of manu scripts that fo cus on young 
adult is sues. 

DB-LINK too has an ex panded work fo cus that 
wil l  af  fect  DBP .  The DB-LINK Re
search-to-Practice Ini tia tive (see ar ti cle on page 1) 
will work to ward dis sem i na tion of in for ma tion re
lated to ef fec tive prac tices—whether de vel oped in 
re search pro jects, 307.11 pro jects, or else
where—to fam i lies and pro fes sion als.  DB-LINK 
will fa cil i tate the trans fer of help ful in for ma tion to 
those who can make a dif fer ence in the lives of peo
ple who are deaf-blind. DBP will be method for 
dis sem i nat ing these ef fec tive prac tices. 

DB-LINK and NTAC nat u rally fla vor DBP. But 
the read er ship too shapes the pub li ca tion through 
both its con tri bu tions and feed back.   In the Win ter 
95/96 , (Vol. 3, Is sue 2), we in cluded a read er ship 
sur  vey to  so  l ic i t  reader feed back.  A 

non-representative group of re spon dents, just 
over 3% (n = 80) of the read er ship, took the time to 
pro vide in put.  We ap pre ci ate it; and we’ve lis
tened. I’ve high lighted just a few of the find ings 
here and the di rec tion that this in put will pro vide. 
(Com plete sur vey re sults are avail able upon re
quest.) 

Survey Results 
Nearly 78% of re spon dents felt that DBP was 
“very im por tant” in keep ing them in formed about 
the field, and 57% of them read each is sue of DBP 
cover-to-cover. This group most fre quently listed 
DBP as their main source of in for ma tion about 
deaf-blindness. To this small re spon dent group, 
DBP plays an im por tant in for ma tion dis sem i na 
tion role. That is why we’ve lis tened and re
sponded to their sug ges tions. 
•	 Two-thirds of those who an swered the ques tion 

about whether we should add a “Let ters to the Ed-
i tor” fea ture re sponded pos i tively.  We’ve taken 
that sug ges tion be gin ning this is sue.  Ob vi ously, 
this sec tion is de pend ent on read er ship par tic i pa 
tion. We look for ward to your opin ions. 

•	  Re spon dents fa vored “how-to ar ti cles” more than 
any other type. We ac tively seek out con tent and 
how-to ar ti cles.  One dif fi culty is that many po ten 
tial con tri bu tors who may have valu able in for ma 
tion to share may not have the time to write. I ask 
you be cre ative, find some one who would be will
ing to col lab o rate with you on the writ ing task. If 
you’re in a class room, have a practicum stu dent 
work on a piece with you; if you’re in a par ent 
group, write some thing with other par ents; if 
you’re at a col lege, col lab o rate with a grad u ate 
stu dent. I know that many of you have in for ma 
tion that oth ers can use to im prove the lives of 
peo ple who are deaf-blind.  Please share it with us. 

•	 “Ad vo cacy and pol icy up dates” were fa vored sec
ond. DBP will con tinue to keep the field up dated, 
es pe cially dur ing this cru cial pe riod while IDEA is 
up for reauthorization. 

•	 “Re search de scrip tions/quan ti ta tive pieces” 
were fa vored third.  The DB-LINK Re
search-to-Practice ini tia tive will feed some of the 
de mand for this in for ma tion, but we will con tinue 
to seek out pro jects in or der to uti lize DBP as a ve
hi cle for dis sem i na tion of pro ject find ings. 

•	 “Cal en dar of event” pieces were least fa vored.  We 
won’t in clude such in for ma tion un less it spe cif i 
cally tar gets the field, cov ers a wide geo graph ical 
area, or there is sub stan tial lead time be fore the 
event. Our pub li ca tion fre quency does not al low 
us to serve ad e quately as a pro vider of more gen
eral and/or lo cal in for ma tion. 

•	 Finally, over one-third of the re spon dents in di 
cated they would be in ter ested in writ ing ar ti cles 
for DBP! This is en cour ag ing.   By “pre sent ing di
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verse opin ions,” we can in deed “be gin to ac cept 
the dif fer ences that ex ist within the field and per
haps rec on cile some of those dif fer ences.” 

DBP has been, and will con tinue to be, open to ev
ery one—par ents, pro fes sion als, peo ple who are 
deaf-blind, and re search ers—to con trib ute to the 
pub li ca tion.  Amal gam ating the best of what the 
en tire field has to of fer and shar ing it with our 
ever-expanding read er ship (cur rently 2800+) is 
what Deaf-Blind Per spec tives is all about. Help us to 
achieve our pur pose. 

Letters to the Editor 
Dear Ed i tor: 

I ap pre ci ated Bud Fred er ick’s ar ti cle, “Re flec tions, 
Com ments, and Sug ges tions” (Spring 1996), 
draw ing at ten tion to the role of fam ily ser vices. I 
hope that 307.11 pro jects will truly work to de
velop better part ner ships with fam i lies. 

When I be came a Re gional Rep re sen ta tive for 
Helen Keller Na tional Cen ter, there were still re
gional cen ters for deaf-blind chil dren in many 
parts of the coun try.  The South Cen tral Re gional 
Cen ter had a fam ily spe cial ist who con ducted 
work shops and main tained con tact with fam i lies 
in the re gion, in creas ing their knowl edge and 
sense of self-empowerment. The at ti tude was that 
fam i lies were the crit i cal po lit i cal/ad vo cacy com
po nent of the ser vice de liv ery sys tem that en sured 
ser vices would con tinue and im prove. 

Want to share your opin ion? 
Take a few min utes to write a 
Let ter to the Ed i tor. Please keep 
let ters to 250 words or less. The 
ed i tor ship is de vel op ing a pol
icy for this sec tion. 

In trans fer ring the con trol of ser vices to a state 
agency, many ed u ca tional and ad vo cacy ef forts 
for fam i lies were lost.  Ser vices to deaf-blind chil
dren and to the deaf-blind field as a whole have 
suf fered as a re sult.  This tran si tion has left me 
with a great sense of loss and un cer tainty. 

To day, fam ily sup port seems frag mented.  There 
seems to be less in cli na tion by 307.11 pro jects to 
de velop real fam ily part ner ships.  There is n’t the 
same level of com mit ment to de vel op ing friend
ships with fam i lies, to main tain ing tele phone con
tact, or to un der stand ing how fun da men tal the 
fam ily is to the bet ter ment of pro grams for 
deaf-blind chil dren and so ci ety as a whole.  I don’t 
know how this got lost in the tran si tion from re
gional cen ters to state cen ters, but I won der if it’s 
not, in part, be cause the re gional cen ters were 
more in de pend ent and not a part of the bu reau 
cratic state ed u ca tional sys tem. 

C. C. Da vis 
Re gional Rep re sen ta tive 

Dear Ed i tor: 

I con cur with Dr. Fred er ick’s rec om men da tion for 
more pa ren tal in volve ment (“Re flec tions, Com
ments, and Sug ges tions,” Spring 1996).  How ever, 
I also be lieve we need the in volve ment of 
deaf-blind teens and adults of all ages in pro gram 
de vel op ment, ad vi sory board mem ber ship, and 
ser vice de liv ery. 

I have been at meet ings for par ents of deaf-blind 
chil dren in which no deaf-blind peo ple par tic i 
pated and I have met par ents of young Usher 
adults who have never met a deaf-blind adult! 

Ac cord ing to the lit er a ture, half of all deaf-blind 
adults have Usher Syn drome. Par ents of Usher 
kids are not be ing sur veyed about their ex pe ri 
ences, which of ten in clude early at tempts at 
mainstreaming their chil dren with changes to deaf 
pro grams at the re quest of their chil dren some
time dur ing early ad o les cence so they can be just 
like ev ery one else.  In two deaf-blind teens pro
grams, dif fer ent moth ers said to me, “I have never 
seen my child be so nor mal be fore.”  Both these 
deaf-blind teen pro grams had tre men dous in
volve ment of deaf-blind adults in plan ning, coun
sel ing, and pre sent ing.  This was the first time any 
of these teens had seen peo ple like them selves in 
charge. 

To omit deaf-blind older teens and adults from 
plan ning is to deny that our deaf-blind chil dren 
can learn any thing from peo ple like them selves 
and; by ex ten sion, to im ply that our deaf-blind 
chil dren have noth ing to con trib ute. 
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Nec es sary to the suc cess of these pro grams is the 
in volve ment of deaf-blind adults at ev ery op por 
tu nity.  Par ents with newly di ag nosed chil dren of 
all ages can ben e fit from the wis dom of those who 
have gone be fore—other par ents and deaf-blind 
peo ple them selves. 

Ilene Miner, CSW, ACSW 

The deaf-blind com mu nity lost a very spe
cial per son in July with the pass ing of Mary 
Mar ga ret O’Donnell.  Mary’s “ca reer” in 
deaf-blindness spanned more than thirty 
years dur ing which she was a driv ing force 
in the cre ation of the New Jer sey As so ci a tion 
for the Deaf-Blind, served on nu mer ous ad-
vi sory com mit tees at the state and na tional 
level, and helped found the Na tional Fam ily 
As so ci a tion for Deaf Blind (NFADB).  In 
1992, Mary was awarded the pres ti gious 
Anne Sullivan Medal at the Na tional Con
fer ence on Deaf-Blindness, the first par ent to 
re ceive this award. 

Deaf-Blind Per spec tives wel-
comes and en cour ages your 
com ments. We en cour age you 
to copy and share in for ma tion 
from Deaf-Blind Per spec tives, 
but please pro vide ap pro pri ate 
ci ta tions. 

At the time of her death, Mary was serv ing 
as pres i dent of NFADB.  A pri vate, un der 
stated per son who shunned the spot light 
and pre ferred work ing be hind the scenes, 
she some how al ways seemed to end up in a 
lead er ship po si tion.  For those of lucky to 
have known her per son ally, it was easy to 
see why. She pos sessed a wealth of knowl
edge but never tried to im press oth ers with 
it—she sim ply of fered them her sup port and 
coun sel.  She had an in ner strength and te
nac ity that en abled her to stay fo cused, even 
in times of great con fu sion.  She was a great 
lis tener who was open to dif fer ing points of 
view and never failed to rec og nize the con
tri bu tions of oth ers. 

Mary was a lovely, thought ful lady who car
ried her self with class and dig nity in all she 
did. She will be greatly missed. 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I en joyed this is sue of Deaf-Blind Per spec tives but I am not on your mail ing list. Please send fu ture is
sues to the ad dress be low. 

I’ve moved! Please send fu ture is sues of Deaf-Blind Per spec tives to my cur rent ad dress. 

I’m bur ied in in ter est ing pub li ca tions! Please re move my name from your mail ing list. 

Name: ___________________________________Agency: ________________________________________________ 

Street: _____________________________________City: ______________________State: ____ Zip: _____________ 
Com ments _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mark appropriate categories (3 max.) 
� Person or parent of person who is disabled � Regular education (non Spec.-Ed.) 
� Special education (e.g., teacher, aide) � Therapist (e.g., OT/PT/speech) 
� Administration (e.g., Dept. of Ed., project director) � Teacher trainer 
� Service provider (e.g., social worker, group home) � Government personnel 
� Technical assistance provider � Medical professional 
� Higher education teacher/researcher � Other ____________________________ 

Please send my copy in: 
Mail to: Deaf-Blind Perspectives ! Teaching Research 

Grade 2 braille Large print Division ! 345 N. Monmouth Ave. ! Monmouth, OR 97361 
! or call Randy Klumph (503) 838-8885, TTY (503) 

Standard print ASCII 838-8821, fax: (503) 838-8150, E-mail: 
klumphr@fstr.wosc.osshe.edu 
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U.S. De part ment of Ed u ca tion. 
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