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Should we consider a co chlear implant for our young child who is deaf-blind? 

Is he el i gi ble? 

At what age might he re ceive an implant? 

What should our ex pec ta tions be? 

How many children with deaf-blind ness are be ing im planted? 

Is it ef fec tive for chil dren who are deaf-blind? 

These are ques tions that state deaf-blind pro jects are be ing asked by par ents as more chil dren with mul ­
ti ple dis abil i ties, in clud ing deaf-blind ness, are be ing con sid ered for co chlear im plan ta tion. The op por tu ­
nity for co chlear im plan ta tion now ex tends be yond chil dren who are only deaf or hard of hear ing. 
Chil dren who are deaf-blind from birth or early in life be fore de vel op ing lan guage are re ceiv ing im plants, 
but very lit tle re search has been done for this pop u la tion, and this raises impor tant is sues. How will it be 
de ter mined which chil dren are likely to ben e fit? What spe cial ized ther a pies and ed u ca tional strat e gies will 
be nec es sary fol low ing im plan ta tion? It is es sen tial that re search be per formed and prac tices de vel oped 
that ad dress these ques tions so that par ents can make in formed choices for their chil dren. 

What Is Cochlear Implantation? 

Co chlear im plants are elec tronic de vices that are sur gi cally placed un der the skin be hind the ear and 
con sist of four ba sic parts: a mi cro phone to pick up sounds from the en vi ron ment; a speech pro ces sor that se ­
lects and ar ranges those sounds; a trans mit ter and re ceiver/stimulator that re ceives sig nals from the speech 
pro ces sor and con verts them into elec tri cal im pulses; and elec trodes that col lect the im pulses and send 
them to the brain. A co chlear im plant does not re store nor mal hear ing, but it may pro vide a sense of 
sound to peo ple with se vere-to-pro found hear ing loss by compen sat ing for dam aged or nonhearing parts 
of the in ner ear (NIDCD, 2002). 

Co chlear im plants were first approved by the Food and Drug Ad minis tra tion in 1985. In 1990, ap proval 
was granted for implan ta tion in chil dren age 2 and older with pro found sensorineural deaf ness (Spencer, 
2002a, p. 39). By 2000, ap proval had been ex tended for chil dren age 2 and older with se vere-to-pro found 
deaf ness and for chil dren of 12 to 23 months of age with pro found deaf ness (ASHA, 2004). Some im plant 
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