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A number of state deaf-blind projects and ad hoc groups from the National 

Intervener Task Force have produced excellent publications and products over the 

past decade that define and describe the role of interveners.  These publications, as 

well as results from NCDB intervener services surveys, indicate that there is good 

agreement among the state deaf-blind projects and other entities familiar with 

intervener services about what an intervener is and does.  However, there is a lack of 

a consistently-applied definition and variation in the way the term “intervener” is 

used.  This may create confusion and contribute to a lack of understanding and 

recognition of intervener services among families and educational personnel.   

 

Definitions 

 

The National Intervener Task Force definition:  

An intervener is defined as an individual who works consistently one-to-one with a 

student who is deaf-blind and has training and specialized skills related to deaf-blindness. 

 

In our surveys, NCDB used a definition based on the following one from a 2008 

Department of Education Federal Register notice inviting applications for the current 

state deaf-blind projects.   

 

An individual who has received specialized training to assist children who are deaf-blind 

by: 

 facilitating access to environmental information, 

 supporting their development and use of communication skills, and 

 promoting their social and emotional well-being by maintaining a trusting and 

interactive relationship. 

(Alsop, Blaha, & Kloos, 2000) 

 
Percent of Survey Respondents Who Agreed With the Definition 

State Deaf-Blind Projects 86% 

Administrators 100% 

Parents/Guardians 91% 

 

 National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness 2.0 

Definition and Use of the Term Intervener 
 



                                          NCDB 2.0   Intervener Services Initiative Data Summary  July 2012                              2 

Despite this high level of agreement, many respondents provided comments 

indicating that the clarity of the definition could be improved.  The following 

additions were suggested by state deaf-blind project personnel:   

 a description of the type of training an intervener receives, 

 inclusion of the term “paraprofessional,” 

 use of the term “in-depth training,” rather than just “training,”  

 language indicating that an intervener:   

◊ provides direct support to the student, 

◊ functions as part of a team, 

◊ modifies educational materials and concepts, 

◊ provides access to social interaction, 

◊ facilitates connections with others in his or her environment, 

◊ is assigned to one student, not the classroom, 

◊ attends meetings about the student, 

◊ does not do common paraprofessional tasks (e.g., bus duty), and 

◊ is credentialed by National Resource Center on Paraeducators (1 

respondent only). 

 

One respondent pointed out that the role of community and home interveners may 

be different because they are not part of a team. 

 

 

Use of the Term Intervener 

 

From the state deaf-blind project survey: In your state, are terms other than intervener 

used to describe paraprofessionals who receive specialized training as described above? 

 Yes –31% 

 No – 69% 

 

From the survey of interveners:  Is intervener your official job title? 

 Yes – 39% 

 No – 61%  

 

Respondents to the survey of interveners entered a wide variety of alternate titles:   

 40 were paraeducator roles (e.g., instructional assistant, paraprofessional),   

 5 were terms similar to intervener (e.g., communication facilitator, 

communication intervener),  

 13 were teacher titles (e.g., special education teacher, teacher of the deaf/hard 

of hearing),  

 8 had the title of interpreter, and  

 5 were in a miscellaneous category (e.g., registered nurse, administrative 

assistant).    
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State deaf-blind project survey respondents also commented that a number of 

alternate terms are used in their states.   

 Generic paraprofessional terms: 

◊ instructional assistant, 

◊ classroom assistant, 

◊ paraprofessional, and  

◊ teacher aide. 

 Specialized terms similar to “intervener”:  

◊ communication facilitator or partner, 

◊ paraprofessional in the role of intervener, 

◊ interpreter-tutor,  

◊ communication intervener, 

◊ IGI (interpreter guide intervener), 

◊ one-to-one classroom facilitator, 

◊ one-to-one classroom aide, and 

◊ DeafBlind 1:1. 

 

The primary reason given (by 6 respondents) for not using the term intervener is 

that it is not recognized by their state.   
 

Relevant comments: 

 “Intervener” is not listed by our state regulations; therefore, administrators told 

parents they could not use the term. 

 Our state doesn't recognize interveners as a job class, nor do any of our school 

districts, county offices of education, or special education local plan areas. 

 Often the definition of intervener that was shared at the beginning of this survey is 

not what people understand it to mean . . . they just think it is a one-on-one for the 

deaf-blind child. 
 

Other reasons given for not using the term intervener: 

 lack of understanding of the meaning of the term, 

 worries about responsibilities that may be incurred by using the term (e.g.,  

implications for specialized training and costs to school districts), and 

 only want to use the term intervener for credentialed interveners (1 

respondent). 

o Comment: This is still evolving somewhat in our state, but at this time we 

intend to only call someone an "intervener" if they have received their 

intervener credentials.  That having been said, we certainly support the 

acquisition of the specialized deafblindness training whether or not 

individuals ultimately pursue credentialing.  Those without the credentials 

might be called "Interveners in Training" or "Paraprofessionals with 

specialized training in deafblindness.” 
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For details about the process used to gather this information, go to 

http://interveners.nationaldb.org/developmentProcess.php 

For details about the Intervener Initiative Surveys, go to 

http://documents.nationaldb.org/products/survey%20details.pdf
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