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New National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness 
Kathleen Stremel 

The Teach ing Re search In sti tute (TRI) at West ern Or e gon Uni ver sity, the Helen Keller Na tional Cen ter 
(HKNC), and the Hilton/Perkins Pro gram at Perkins School for the Blind are de lighted to an nounce the 
Na tional Con sor tium on Deaf-Blind ness, a new na tional tech ni cal as sis tance and dis sem i na tion cen ter for 
chil dren and youth who are deaf-blind. The consortium, which be gan on Oc to ber 1, 2006, has re ceived 
fund ing for 5 years from the U.S. De part ment of Ed u ca tion’s Of fice of Spe cial Ed u ca tion Pro grams (OSEP). 
It will build on the tech ni cal as sis tance ac tiv i ties of NTAC and the in for ma tion dis sem i na tion ac tiv i ties of 
DB-LINK and will add a third strand re lated to per son nel train ing. 

The goals and ob jec tives of the con sor tium are based on re ­
quire ments by OSEP, out lined in a De cem ber 2005 re quest for ap ­
pli ca tions, for a na tional tech ni cal as sis tance and dis sem i na tion 
cen ter for chil dren and youth who are deaf-blind. Staff from TRI, 
HKNC, and Hilton/Perkins came to gether in Jan u ary 2006 to con ­
cep tu al ize and write an ap pli ca tion. The fund ing award was an ­
nounced this past June. 

The consor tium will fo cus on two ma jor pur poses as re quired 
by OSEP. The first is to pro mote ac a demic achieve ment and re ­
sults for chil dren and youth (from birth to age 26) who are 
deaf-blind, through tech ni cal as sis tance, model dem on stra tion, 

and in for ma tion dis sem i na tion ac tiv i ties that are sup ported by ev i dence-based prac tices. Ac tiv i ties will be 
di rected toward fam i lies, ser vice pro vid ers, state deaf-blind pro jects, state and lo cal ed u ca tion agen cies, 
and other or ga ni za tions re spon si ble for pro vid ing early in ter ven tion, ed u ca tion, and tran si tion ser vices. 
The sec ond pur pose is to as sist in ad dress ing state-iden ti fied needs for highly qual i fied per son nel who 
have the nec es sary skills and knowl edge to serve chil dren and youth who are deaf-blind. Wo ven through ­
out the pro posal are ac tiv i ties that meet OSEP goals for ac count abil ity, highly qual i fied ser vice pro vid ers, 
pos i tive child out comes, re sults, col lab o ra tion, and the use of ef fec tive re search (to name just a few). 

The con sor tium will con tinue ac tiv i ties his tor i cally pro vided by NTAC and DB-LINK, and it will also 
strongly em pha size new ac tiv i ties that pro mote re search-to-prac tice and prac tice-to-re search.  I am the di ­
rec tor, and John Reiman and Kathy McNulty are the as so ci ate di rec tors. DB-LINK’s in for ma tion ser vices 
will con tinue, and the name DB-LINK will be used for the con sor tium's in for ma tion ser vice ac tiv i ties. The 
fol low ing ob jec tives pro vide an over view of our ac tiv i ties: 

1.	 Com mu ni cate, col lab o rate, and form part ner ships as di rected by OSEP and with agen cies, or ga ni za tions, 
and pro jects in or der to im prove re sults for chil dren and youth and their fami lies. 
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The con sor tium ’s person nel, comprised pri marily of in di vid u als who pre vi ously worked for NTAC and DB-LINK, have 
ex ten sive ex pe ri ence in deaf-blind ness, tech ni cal as sis tance, and in for ma tion man age ment and dis sem i na tion. Many 
staff mem bers also work on other projects re lated to deaf-blind ness at TRI, HKNC, and Hilton/Perkins. 

Front row, L-R: Tom Udell, Betsy McGinnity, Sa rah Beaird, Betsy Mar tin-Rich ard son, Kat Stremel, Courtney York, 
Barbara Purvis, Jon Har ding, Ella Tay lor, Kathy McKnulty, Paddi Davies, Nancy Steele. 

Back row, L-R: Randy Klumph, Joe McNulty, John Reiman, Gail Leslie, Ste ven Davies, Nancy O'Donnell, Peggy Malloy, 
Bernie Sam ples, Lisa Jacobs, John Killoran, Mike Fagbemi, Vic Baldwin. 

2.	 Im ple ment an on go ing, mul ti level needs as sess ­
ment to system at i cally iden tify the needs of chil ­
dren and youth, their fam i lies, and ser vice 
pro vid ers, in clud ing per son nel train ing, in or der 
to ad e quately and ap pro pri ately address those 
needs. 

3.	 Pro vide na tional lead er ship in the im ple men ta ­
tion of ev i dence-based prac tices to ad dress gaps 
in knowl edge and to scale up cur rent practices. 

4.	 Im ple ment an ar ray of tech ni cal as sis tance and 
per son nel-train ing ac tiv i ties to build the ca pac ­
ity of state and lo cal agen cies to meet the needs 
of chil dren and youth who are deaf-blind and 
their fam i lies. 

5.	 Uti lize col lab o ra tive part ner ships and fa cil i tated 
ef forts to build the ca pac ity of youth who are 
deaf-blind and their fam i lies in or der to pro ­
mote self-ad vo cacy, per sonal em pow er ment, 
and knowl edge of deaf-blind ness. 
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6.	 Pro vide lead er ship in a co or di nated na tional ef ­
fort to pro mote per son nel train ing on the im ­
ple men ta tion of IDEA and ev i dence-based 
prac tices in or der to ad dress the short age of 
lead er ship and highly qual i fied per son nel in 
the field of deaf-blind ness. 

7.	 Iden tify, col lect, or ga nize, and dis sem i nate in ­
for ma tion re lated to deaf-blind ness, in clud ing 
ev i dence-based prac tices, in or der to re spond to 
in qui ries and in crease knowl edge that pro ­
motes ef fec tive early in ter ven tion, ed u ca tion, 
and tran si tion ser vices, and sup ports fam i lies. 

8.	 Ex pand the uti li za tion of in for ma tion re sources 
by de vel op ing and dis sem i nat ing ac ces si ble 
prod ucts that syn the size ev i dence-based re ­
search, ef fec tive prac tices, and emerg ing 
knowl edge. 

9.	 Im ple ment a com pre hen sive sys tem of eval u a ­
tion to as sess the impact of the con sor tium’s ob ­
jec tives and ac tiv i ties across the four out come 
do mains of child, fam ily, ser vice pro vider, and 
sys tems. 

We know that we can not hope to ac com plish 
these ob jec tives alone. We look for ward to build ­
ing closer re la tion ships and stron ger part ner ships 
among col leagues and fam i lies as we travel un ­
charted paths to ward im prov ing the lives of chil ­
dren and youth who are deaf-blind. My op ti mism 
about the col lab o ra tive work ahead calls to mind 
an oft-quoted phrase about success that is at trib­
uted to Henry Ford, which I para phrase and elab ­
o rate as fol lows: Com ing to gether is a be gin ning, 
work ing to gether is prog ress, and achiev ing 
meaningful outcomes is success. 

Ed i tors' Note: 

Be gin ning with this is sue, Deaf-Blind 
Per spec tives will now be pub lished 
two times per year (Oc to ber and 
April). 
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Activity at Home for Children 
and Youth Who Are Deafblind 
Lauren J. Lieberman, Department of Physical

Education and Sport, SUNY Brockport 

Michael Pecorella, Deafblind Program, Perkins
School for the Blind 

Phys i cal ac tiv ity is an im por tant part of any 
child’s life. Just like other chil dren, those who are 
deafblind need phys i cal ac tiv ity for rec re ation, im ­
prov ing fit ness, and build ing re la tion ships with 
oth ers. In a re cent study, par ents re ported that 
their chil dren and youth who are deafblind of ten 
have a great deal of free time but have lim ited rec ­
re ational op por tu ni ties at home (Lieberman & 
MacVicar, 2003). However, with care ful prep a ra ­
tion and con sid er ation of each child’s unique 
needs, healthy, pro duc tive, and re ward ing phys i ­
cal ac tiv ity ex pe ri ences can take place in the home. 
The sug ges tions in this ar ti cle are in tended for 
chil dren who range in age from pre-school to high 
school and who are deafblind with ad di tional dis ­
abil i ties. 

Before the Fun Starts: Considerations 

for Activities at Home 

Prior to en gag ing in home phys i cal ac tiv i ties, it 
is im por tant to con sider each child’s spe cific re ­
quire ments and abil i ties. Par ents or guard ians 
must match phys i cal ac tiv i ties and nec es sary sup ­
ports to the unique needs of their chil dren. For in ­
stance, when it is not safe to leave a child alone to 
play, a sup port per son, sibling, or peer who 
knows the child well must be re spon si ble for su ­
per vis ing the child and help ing him or her to par ­
tic i pate in an ac tiv ity. Any one who in ter acts with 
the child must un der stand his or her mode of 
com mu ni ca tion, safety is sues, and abil ity to tol er­
ate ac tiv i ties. It is also im por tant to en sure that ac ­
tiv i ties are mod i fied to meet the child’s unique 
needs. 

To de ter mine how best to mod ify an ac tiv ity, 
con sider the func tional abil i ties of the child and 
the ob jec tive of the ac tiv ity. For ex am ple, if a child 
wants to swing but has lim ited grip strength, tie 
sup portive loops of Velcro and elas tic or rib bon to 
the chains of a swing to en able the child to hold on 
in de pend ently. It takes time and con sid er ation to 
en sure that each ac tiv ity is appro priate for a child 
and is prop erly mod i fied and safe. Ad ap ta tions to 
po si tion ing, equip ment, and com mu ni ca tion strat ­
e gies may be nec es sary. For exam ple, Julie’s fam­
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ily re ceived a side-by-side re cum bent bi cy cle from 
their lo cal Lions Club. The seat and han dle bars 
needed to be ad justed for her size and com fort. Af ­
ter Julie and a friend rode the bike for a few min ­
utes, her par ents stopped the ac tiv ity to check on 
Julie’s comfort and safety and make ad just ments 
so she could con tinue to en joy the ex pe ri ence. 

Be fore be gin ning a home phys i cal fit ness rou ­
tine, be sure to con sult a phy si cian. Af ter that, the 
next steps are to set up a move ment area, es tab lish 
ac tiv ity rou tines, and in volve fam ily mem bers and 
friends. 

Set up a movement area. 

It is not nec es sary for a move ment area to take 
up a large amount of space. Although it is nice to 
have an en tire room ded i cated to im prov ing per ­
sonal phys i cal fit ness, that is a lux ury for most 
peo ple. A cor ner of a room or yard is suf fi cient. 
Keep the area free of haz ard ous ob sta cles that 
could cause in jury, such as items that might be 
trip ped over or bumped into. Keep the walls clear 
so that chil dren can use them to move in de pend ­
ently. To pro mote in de pend ence, give chil dren 
am ple time to ex plore and be come fa mil iar with 
ev ery thing in the area, in clud ing phys i cal fit ness 
equip ment. 

Establish activity routines. 

Set up ac tiv ity rou tines that are fa miliar and 
have pre dict able out comes. When chang ing a rou ­
tine, dis cuss it with the child to make sure he or 
she un der stands the changes. It is es sen tial to 
com mu ni cate in or der to un der stand a child’s 
needs and de sires and to set clear ex pec ta tions. 

Involve family members and friends. 

Chil dren and youth who are deafblind of ten 
ex pe ri ence iso la tion (Kroksmark & Nordell, 2001; 
Petroff, 1999) and need oppor tu ni ties for so cial iza ­
tion (Haring & Romer, 1995; Smith, 2002). Ex pe ri ­
enc ing phys i cal ac tiv i ties with sib lings, par ents, 
neigh bors, and friends can be en joy able and mem ­
o ra ble and pro mote and strengthen bonds. 

It is im por tant to ed u cate any one in ter act ing 
with a child about his or her com mu ni ca tion 
meth ods and any spe cific needs and safety pre cau ­
tions. For ex am ple, Jeannie loves to roll down a 
wedge mat in her base ment. It is impor tant for 
peo ple play ing with her to know that be cause she 
has cer tain med i cal needs she must do log rolls 
(on her side) rather than for ward or back ward 
rolls. Brian loves to play tac tile twister with his 
fam ily. He likes to be the spin ner and make calls 
as well as to par tic i pate in the game. Re spond ing 

to a child’s needs and wishes pro motes self-de ter ­
mi na tion and full en joy ment and un der stand ing 
of an ac tiv ity.

 Preferred Activities 

In a study by Lieberman and MacVicar (2003), 
par ents iden ti fied some of their chil dren’s fa vor ite 
ac tiv i ties. This sec tion re views a num ber of these 
ac tiv i ties that can be en joyed at home. 

Swing ing. Swings can be set up in doors or out ­
doors. If out doors, en sure a clear and iden ti fi able 
path to the swing-set from the house. You may 
want to set up a guide-wire from the house to the 
swing. A swing can also be set up in a ga rage or 
base ment. At tach eyehooks for a swing to a 
wooden ceil ing beam or tie the swing around a 
metal ceil ing beam. Put mats un der the swing for 
safety, and keep ob jects away from the swing ing 
area. 

Rock ing. Many chil dren en joy rock ing in a 
rock ing chair or while sit ting on a ther apy ball, 
sofa, or chair. For ex am ple, a child can lie across a 
pea nut-shaped ther apy ball on his or her stomach 
with some weight on the hands while rock ing for ­
ward and back ward. This ac tiv ity can be en joyed 
in side or out side on a mat or in the grass. 

Walk ing. Walk ing is a great ac tiv ity both in ­
doors and out doors. A child can walk while trail ­
ing a wall, with friends or fam ily mem bers as 
sighted guides, or by us ing a guide-wire. A 
guide-wire is a rope or wire pulled tightly across 
an area such as a driveway, ga rage, base ment, 
fam ily room, or back yard. For in for ma tion about 
how to set up a guide-wire and tech niques for 
guided run ning and walk ing, see the Camp Abil i ­
ties web site (http://www.campabilities.org). Chil ­
dren with suf fi cient vi sion may be able to walk 
in de pend ently around a yard, nearby track, or 
neigh bor hood. Walk ing and run ning can be mea ­
sured us ing talk ing pe dom e ters that can be pur ­
chased on line or at any sport ing goods store. A 
“Walk-Run for Fit ness” kit will be avail able 
through the Ameri can Print ing House for the 
Blind in the near fu ture (http://www.aph.org). 

Climb ing. Climb ing pro motes bal ance, 
strength, spa tial aware ness, and self-con fi dence. 
Lad ders, mon key bars, cargo nets, steps, and 
ramps are fun to go up, down, through, around, 
and in side. 

Bi cy cling. Bi cy cling in creases fit ness and pro ­
vides op por tu ni ties for so cial iza tion. Any one who 
has some func tional use of his or her legs can ride 
ei ther a stan dard sta tion ary or re cum bent bike. A 
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re cum bent bike may be help ful for chil dren with 
bal ance prob lems. Many sta tion ary bikes display 
the dis tance ped aled and the amount of time rid ­
den. Most sporting goods stores sell them for $500 
to $1,000, and they can also be found in health 
clubs and at schools. Bi cy cle stands can turn an or­
di nary ten-speed bike into a sta tion ary bike. 
“Spinning” is a pop u lar sport of fered in many 
health clubs, and learn ing how to ride a sta tion ary 
bike at home can open up spin ning as a fu ture fit ­
ness ac tiv ity op tion for a child. 

Fitness Activities 

It is well es tab lished that youth who are vi su ­
ally im paired are less phys i cally ac tive than their 
peers (Kozub & Oh, 2004) and less phys i cally fit 
(Lieberman & McHugh, 2001). Any per son who 
wants to be gin im prov ing their fit ness level must 
build skills and in crease fit ness grad u ally. It is im ­
por tant to start out slowly and set re al is tic goals. 
Fol low ing are some en joy able move ment ac tiv i ties 
that pro mote physi cal fit ness. Most are done us ing 
sim ple equip ment. 

Rebounders. A rebounder or mini-tram po line 
can be used for run ning in place, jump ing, or 
bounc ing. Care fully su per vise the child at the be ­
gin ning. Make sure there are mats sur round ing 
the rebounder and some thing for the child to hold 
on to, such as a hand rail or wall, to en sure sta bil ­
ity and bal ance. This ac tiv ity can also be en joyed 
by jump ing on an air mat tress or a twin mat tress, 
with the same pre cau tions. 

Jump ropes. Chil dren can step over a rope held 
1 to 2 feet off the ground, jump over a rope held 
by a peer or sib ling, or jump using a handheld 
rope. Even chil dren who can not walk or stand can 
play by roll ing over a jump rope or roll ing in a 
wheel chair over a rope. This gives chil dren who 
want to par tic i pate in the same ac tiv i ties as their 
sib lings and friends a sense of ac com plish ment 
and be long ing. 

Chil dren can jump rope to mu sic, drums, or 
their own rhythm. They can jump a spe cific num ­
ber of times or for a set amount of time. It is im­
por tant to clearly mark a jump ing area on the floor 
with tape or cones. A child with very lim ited or no 
vi sion will ben e fit from a change in sur face 
around the boundary of the jumping area, like car ­
pet squares, or from a rope taped to the floor as a 
tac tile bound ary. 

Scooter boards. Chil dren can push them selves 
on a scooter board while sit ting, kneel ing, or ly ing 
on the stom ach. They can also pull them selves 
along a rope pulled tight close to the ground or be 

pulled by a fam ily mem ber or peer while hold ing 
on to a hula hoop, rope, or towel. As with other 
ac tiv i ties, it is es sen tial to es tab lish clear bound ­
aries and use safe rid ing tech niques and speeds. 
Once chil dren have mas tered move ment on the 
scooter, they can cre ate ob sta cle courses with ob ­
jects to go through, un der, around, and even over. 

Dynabands. Dynabands are large wide stretchy 
bands that can be used for stretch ing, strength en ­
ing, bal anc ing, and gain ing spa tial aware ness. 
They come in col ors that in di cate dif fer ent lev els 
of ten sion. For Dynaband ac tiv i ties, con sult a 
phys i cal ther a pist or phys i cal ed u ca tion teacher. 

Hand weights. Hand weights can be used to in ­
crease strength. Small hand weights (3 to 10 
pounds) can be pur chased from any sport ing 
goods store. In a safe corner of a room, chil dren 
can do bicep curls, tricep curls, shoul der shrugs, 
side bends, knee bends, lunges, and side steps. 
These same exer cises can also be done us ing soup 
cans as light weights. 

Step ex er cises. Step ex er cises pro mote fit ness, 
bal ance, and leg strength. Use a short bench (4 to 6 
inches high) or commer cial steps used for step aer ­
o bics. Chil dren might set a goal to step up and 
down for a spec i fied length of time, or to com plete 
a cer tain num ber of steps, or they can just step for 
fun in time to mu sic. The step should be placed in 
front of a wall, rail ing, or fence to en sure bal ance 
and safety. 

Many ex er cises, such as sit-ups, push-ups, 
wheel chair push-ups, and jump ing jacks, do not 
re quire equip ment. All that is needed is a mat or 
car peted floor and enough space for move ment. 
See Lieberman (2005a, 2005b) for more in for ma ­
tion about adapt ing these fit ness skills for 
deafblind chil dren. 

Motor Skill Activities 

The fit ness ac tiv i ties dis cussed above im prove 
mus cu lar strength and en dur ance, but mo tor skill 
ac tiv i ties help to im prove agil ity, bal ance, mo tor 
co or di na tion, ma nip u la tion skills, and eye-hand 
and eye-foot co or di na tion. These skills pro mote 
in de pend ence, self-es teem, and a feel ing of com ­
pe tence and can be very en joy able ei ther alone or 
with sib lings or peers. 

Ball ma nip u la tion. A ball can be rolled, kicked, 
or thrown against a wall or to a sib ling or peer. 
This ac tiv ity im proves bal ance, eye-hand and 
eye-foot co or di na tion, and agil ity. Choose a ball 
that the child is com fort able with. Chil dren who 
have never played with a ball may need to be gin 
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with one that is not fully in flated so they are not 
afraid of hurt ing them selves. It is also impor tant 
to choose a ball with a tex ture the child likes and 
that is ap pro pri ate for his or her vi sual ca pac ity. 
For ex am ple, a dark blue or pur ple ball might be 
best for a child who sees darker col ors better than 
lighter col ors. 

To help chil dren keep track of the ball, tie it to 
a rope, chair, or door knob. A ball can also be tied 
to a tetherball pole or vol ley ball post. This elim i ­
nates the need to chase or search for the ball, but 
care must be taken to avoid run ning into the cen ­
tral pole. 

Reach ing and grasp ing ac tiv i ties. Chil dren can 
prac tice reach ing and grasp ing us ing scarves, balls 
made of rope, beanbags, yarn balls, de flated beach 
balls, or a nonlatex Koosh ball. This ac tiv ity helps 
de velop hand strength, co or di na tion, and the abil ­
ity to ma nip u late ob jects with the hands. The abil ­
ity to drop ob jects is a pre req ui site for throw ing, 
and ob jects can be dropped into a hula hoop, 
pushed off a wheelchair tray, or dropped into an 
eye-level bas ket ball hoop or large gar bage can. 

Wedge mat ac tiv i ties. Wedge mats are large 
mats in the shape of a piece of pie on its side. The 
high est side may be at the level of a child’s knees 
or thighs. The mats can be used for log rolls, for ­
ward rolls, crawl ing, or tum bling. Once a child 
has tum bled to the end of the mat, he or she can 
trail it back to the top. This in de pend ent ac tiv ity 
can be en joyed out side on the grass or in side with 
the wedge mat placed on top of a flat mat. If there 
are safety haz ards close to the play area, cre ate 
bound aries us ing cones or rope placed within 5 to 
10 feet of the mat. The wedge mat can also be set 
on a large mat to cre ate a nat u ral safety zone. 
Wedge mats can be pur chased through equip ment 
com pa nies, sport ing goods stores, or gym nas tics 
pro grams. 

Lo co mo tor ac tiv i ties. Lo co mo tor ac tiv i ties, like 
run ning, hop ping, gal lop ing, leap ing, skip ping, 
and jump ing, work the large mus cles of the legs 
and pro mote agil ity, co or di na tion, gross mo tor 
skills, bal ance, leg strength, and en dur ance. For 
sta bil ity, they can be per formed while hold ing 
onto a guide rope, wall, or fence. To learn about 
in struc tional tech niques for lo co mo tor skills, see 
O’Connell, Lieberman, and Petersen (2006). 

Rac quet and bat ac tiv i ties. Chil dren can use a 
rac quet ball, bad minton, or ten nis rac quet, or a bat, 
to hit bal loons, small beach balls, Wiffle balls, or 
Nerf balls. The ball can be placed on a bat ting tee, 
thrown in the air, or dan gled from a string tied to 
a beam or fix ture. A ball can also be tied to the bat 

or rac quet so there is no need to chase or search 
for the ball. Balls with bells in side are good for 
chil dren who have us able hear ing. Chil dren can 
bat for fun, dis tance, and co op er a tive games, or 
bat a spe cific num ber of times. 

Bal ance ac tiv i ties. A ramp, bal ance board, 
rebounder, flat curb, or bal ance beam can be used 
for bal ance ac tiv i ties. For safety, place mats un der 
the equip ment and keep the area clear. Chil dren 
can chal lenge them selves to bal ance for a spe cific 
length of time or to achieve a set num ber of times 
that they walk along a beam or jump on a 
rebounder. 

Goal Setting 

It is im por tant to re mem ber that each child is 
dif fer ent. Some will par tic i pate in ac tiv i ties be ­
cause they en joy the way a move ment feels or the 
com pan ion ship of other par tic i pants. Oth ers may 
want to be come more skill ful in an ac tiv ity, and 
goal set ting is an in te gral part of fit ness, rec re ­
ation, and sport. If a child’s goal is to im prove, it is 
im por tant to es tab lish a base line for ac tiv i ties, 
such as the number of push-ups, du ra tion of walk­
ing, or ac cu racy or dis tance of ball throw ing. 
Teach ing a child how to mea sure im prove ment is 
a key to con tin ued en joy ment, chal lenge, and suc ­
cess rec og ni tion. For more in for ma tion on skill de ­
vel op ment and goal set ting, see Lieberman, 
Modell, Jack son, and Ponchillia (2006). 

Summary 

En cour ag ing chil dren who are deafblind to par ­
tic i pate in ac tiv i ties at home is not al ways easy. It 
re quires com mu ni ca tion with the child, cre ativ ity, 
and prac tice, but the time and en ergy spent de vel ­
op ing a va ri ety of phys i cal and rec re ational ac tiv i ­
ties in the home will improve fit ness, pro vide 
op por tu ni ties for fun and so cial iza tion, and open 
many doors for chil dren who are deafblind. 
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Resources 

Amer i can Print ing House for the Blind PE Web site:
“A par ent/teacher re source pro mot ing phys i cal ed u ­
ca tion and rec re ation for chil dren with sen sory im ­
pair ments,” http://www.aph.org/pe 

Camp Abil i ties Web site:
http://www.campabilities.org 

DB-LINK Web site: http://www.dblink.org (see “Play
and Recre ation” in the “Se lected Top ics” sec tion) 

The au thors would like to thank Ka trina Arndt for her 
con tri bu tions to this ar ti cle. 

Breaking Barriers in Asia: The

Deafblind International Asian


Conference

Akhil Paul, Chairperson


Scientific Committee


The Sec ond Deafblind In ter na tional Asian Con ­
fer ence was held in Dhaka Ban gla desh, in Jan u ary 
2006. It was hosted by the Na tional Fo rum of Or ­
ga ni za tions Work ing with the Dis abled (NFOWD), 
a fed er a tion of nongovernmental or ga ni za tions 
that work with peo ple with dis abil i ties in Ban gla ­
desh. 

Deafblind In ter na tional (DbI) is a world wide 
as so ci a tion pro mot ing ser vices for deafblind peo ­
ple. It brings to gether pro fes sion als, re search ers, 
fam i lies, deafblind peo ple, and ad min is tra tors to 
raise aware ness of deafblindness and cam paign 
for the rights of deafblind peo ple of all ages to 
have a good qual ity of life.  The aim of this DbI 
Asian con fer ence was to bring to gether ac a demic 
ex perts, pro fes sion als, par ents, gov ern men tal pol ­
icy plan ners, and or ga ni za tions in volved in the 
de vel op ment of ser vices for deafblind chil dren 
and adults in Asia. The theme “break ing bar ri ers 
in Asia” was in tended to in spire an ex change of 
thoughts and ideas about crit i cal issues per tain ing 
to deafblindness on the Asian con ti nent. The dis ­
cus sions helped set up a framework for fur ther 
strength en ing of ser vices in the Asian re gion. 
There were over 321 par tic i pants from 18 coun ­
tries, in clud ing 72 peo ple with dis abil i ties. Mr. Ali 
Ahsan Mohammad Mojaheed, Hon or able Min is­
ter, Ministry of Social Welfare, Government of 
Bangladesh, gave the inaugural address. 

In the key note ad dress, Ms. Aloka Guha, chair ­
per son of the Na tional Trust of In dia, fo cused on 
the use of a hu man rights ap proach to de velop 
ser vices for deafblind peo ple in the re gion. She 
urged rep re sen ta tives of na tional gov ern ments, or ­
ga ni za tions for de vel op ment and dis abil ity, re ­
search ers, and deafblind peo ple to take maxi mum 
ad van tage of the pos i tive pol icy and leg is la tive cli ­
mate that emerged dur ing the pre vi ous de cade in 
the Asian re gion. 

Many dis cus sions and de bates were stim u lated 
dur ing more than 70 pre sen ta tions, which cov ered 
a range of top ics from early in ter ven tion and iden ­
ti fi ca tion to com mu ni ca tion to pro gram plan ning. 
Par tic i pants also ac tively en gaged in dis cus sions 
on the build ing of ser vice ca pac ity, the role of in ­
ter na tional and nongovernmental or ga ni za tions in 
the re gion, and tech nol ogy for deafblind peo ple. 
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There was a spe cial fo cus on the im por tance of 
deafblind peo ple speak ing for themselves about 
their lives, their expec ta tions, and their rights. 

The res o lu tion com mit tee was chaired by Dr. 
Bhushan Punani, ex ec u tive di rec tor of the Blind 
Peo ple’s As so ci a tion in In dia. Res o lu tions in ­
cluded the fol low ing: 

•	 Voice of the Peo ple: Strengthen the voices of 
deafblind peo ple through all reg is tered net ­
works in the field of deafblindness. 

•	 Pre ven tion: Pro mote ru bella im mu ni za tion 
as a na tional move ment in all coun tries in 
Asia. 

•	 Stan dard def i ni tion: De velop a stan dard, ap ­
pro pri ate def i ni tion of deafblindness to be 
ac cepted by na tional gov ern ments and 
adopted through leg is la tive mea sures. 

•	 Hu man Rights: Guar an tee all rights for 
deafblind peo ple, in clud ing the rights to 
work, ed u ca tion, qual ity of life, ac ces si bil ity, 
com mu ni ca tion, em ploy ment, and equal op ­
por tu ni ties. 

• Hu man Re source De vel op ment: Pro mote 
pro grams to train stake holders in 
deafblindness, in clud ing spe cial and in clu ­
sive teach ers, care givers and birth at ten ­
dants, com mu nity-based re ha bil i ta tion 
work ers, vil lage health work ers, in ter pret ers, 
par ent coun sel ors, med i cal per son nel, and 
re ha bil i ta tion pro fes sion als. 

•	 In ter na tional Rec og ni tion: Lobby the United 
Na tions to cre ate a new po si tion of As sis tant 
Sec re tary Gen eral on Dis abil ity Af fairs and 
ap point a ca pa ble per son with a dis abil ity to 
this post. 

The con fer ence pro ceed ings are avail able on 
the Deafblind In ter na tional Web site: 
http://www.deafblindinternational.org. 

Akhil Paul is the di rec tor of Sense In ter na tional (In ­
dia). The or ga ni za tion’s Web site is at 
http://www.senseintindia.org. 

You are wel come to copy ar ti cles from 
Deaf-Blind Per spec tives. Please pro­
vide the ap pro pri ate ci ta tions. 

Accommodations and Alternate 
Assessment Use in Schools and 
Programs That Serve Students 

who are Deaf-Blind 
Stephanie W. Cawthon


School of Psychology, Walden University


As part of a grow ing con cern about ac count abil ­
ity for stu dent achieve ment, fed eral and state ed u ­
ca tion agen cies have im ple mented leg is la tion that 
re quires all stu dents to par tic i pate in reg u lar as ­
sess ments of key con tent knowl edge (No Child 
Left Be hind Act of 2001; In di vid u als with Dis abil i ­
ties Act, 1997, 2004). All stu dents, in clud ing stu ­
dents with dis abil i ties, are to be in cluded in these 
as sess ments. The pri mary method is stan dard ized 
as sess ment, ad min is tered us ing mul ti ple-choice, 
bub ble-sheet for mats. For stu dents with dis abil i ­
ties, the stan dard ized for mat can lead to in valid 
test scores. Stan dard ized tests are not a true mea ­
sure of a stu dent’s learn ing be cause in ad di tion to 
eval u at ing knowl edge, they also mea sure a 
test-taking skill that may be ham pered by a dis ­
abil ity (Elliott & Braden, 2000; Phillips, 1994; 
Shriner & DeStefano, 2003). 

A clas sic ex am ple of this prob lem is when a 
stu dent with a vi sual im pair ment is asked to par ­
tic i pate in a stan dard ized as sess ment that is in 
print form. Al low ing the stu dent to com plete the 
test in a Braille for mat would be con sid ered a rea ­
son able ac com mo da tion. A va ri ety of test ing ac ­
com mo da tions can be im ple mented to make tests 
ac ces si ble for stu dents with dis abil i ties 
(McDonnell, McLaughlin, & Morison, 1997; 
Phillips, 1994). There are times, how ever, when 
there are no suit able ac com mo da tions to re move 
ac cess bar ri ers for a stu dent with dis abil i ties. In 
these cases, fed eral and state test ing pol i cies al low 
for al ter nate as sess ments for stu dents with the 
most sig nif i cant dis abil i ties who can not be rea son ­
ably ac com mo dated on a stan dard ized as sess ment 
(Wiley, Thurlow, & Klein, 2005). 

There has been lit tle in-depth anal y sis of ac ­
com mo da tions and al ter nate as sess ment prac tices 
for stu dents who are deaf or hard of hear ing. To 
ad dress this need, the Na tional Sur vey of Ac com mo ­
da tions and Al ter nate As sess ments for Stu dents Who 
Are Deaf or Hard of Hear ing in ves ti gated the ex tent 
to which ac com mo da tions and al ter nate as sess ­
ment tech niques are be ing used for this pop u la ­
tion (Cawthon, 2006). The study was in tended to 
serve as a start ing point for un der stand ing as sess ­
ment meth ods used through out the United States 
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in a va ri ety of ed u ca tional set tings. It also aimed 
to so licit the per spec tives of those who work in the 
field to better guide fu ture re search and dis cus ­
sions of best practice. 

In re sponse to re quests from ed u ca tors who 
work with stu dents who are deaf-blind, the sur vey 
was mod i fied to al low par tic i pants to in clude in ­
for ma tion about whether their pro grams serve 
stu dents who are deaf-blind as well as those who 
are deaf or hard of hear ing. The summary be low 
pro vides sur vey data spe cific to schools in di cat ing 
that they served deaf-blind stu dents in the 
2003–2004 ac a demic year. Forty-three schools or 
pro grams in 21 states de scribed at least one stu ­
dent as deaf-blind. Nine were schools for the deaf, 
23 were schools or dis trict pro grams for stu dents 
who were deaf or hard of hear ing, and 2 were 
mainstreamed set tings. 

An im por tant note about this study is that it re ­
quested in for ma tion for each school or pro gram as 
a whole. It did not re quest in for ma tion about in di ­
vid ual stu dents or their as sess ment scores. It did 
seek an over all per spec tive on how schools and 
pro grams serv ing deaf-blind stu dents (as well as 
deaf or hard-of-hear ing stu dents) use ac com mo da ­
tions and al ter nate as sess ments for ac count abil ity 
pur poses. In this way, this sum mary com ple ments 
re cent case study re search con ducted by Horvath, 
Kampfer-Bohach, & Kearns (2005). 

Accommodations 

The sur vey asked re spon dents about the range 
of ac com mo da tions used by stu dents who par tic i ­
pated in state stan dard ized as sess ments. The most 
com mon ac com mo da tions for math e mat ics were 
the use of an in ter preter,al low ing stu dents to sign 
re sponses, extended time for com ple tion, and sep ­

a rate rooms. The most com mon ac com mo da tions 
for read ing were the use of an in ter preter, ex ­
tended time, and sepa rate rooms (see fig ure 1). Be ­
cause of small sample sizes and large vari a tion in 
re sponses, most of the dif fer ences be tween schools 
that served stu dents with deaf-blindness and 
those that served only stu dents who are deaf or 
hard of hear ing were not sta tis ti cally sig nif i cant. 
Only “other ac com mo da tions” for math e mat ics 
dem on strated a dif fer ence in use be tween groups. 

Alternate Assessments 

Pro grams that in cluded deaf-blind stu dents 
were more likely to have stu dents par tic i pate in 
al ter nate as sess ments than those that served only 
stu dents who were deaf or hard of hear ing. The 
sur vey asked par tic i pants to in di cate whether they 
had stu dents par tic i pat ing in al ter nate as sess ­
ments. A to tal of 21 schools or pro grams that 
served deaf-blind stu dents (72%) in di cated that 
they did. This is much higher than the per cent age 
of pro grams, serv ing only stu dents who are deaf 
or hard of hear ing (43%). 

Par tic i pants used a wide range of al ter nate as­
sess ment for mats. The most com monly used for ­
mats were out-of-level test ing, portfo lios, and 
cur ric u lum-based as sess ments. It is im por tant to 
note that spe cific for mats are of ten dic tated by the 
pol icy and prac tices in place in each state or dis ­
trict. De ci sions about al ter nate as sess ment for mats 
may de pend on many fac tors be yond the con trol 
of pro gram staff. With this in mind, it is per haps 
not sur pris ing that there were no sig nif i cant dif fer ­
ences in al ter nate as sess ment for mat use be tween 
these two groups (see figure 2). 

Fig ure 1. Read ing Ac com mo da tions Fig ure 2. Al ter nate As sess ment For mats 
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Conclusion 

Be cause this sur vey was con ducted at the 
school or pro gram level, the re sults shown here re ­
flect only over all pat terns in as sess ment prac tices 
with stu dents who are deaf-blind. Fu ture re search 
can look more closely at these pat terns by in ves ti ­
gat ing prac tices with in di vid ual stu dents. 

De ci sions re gard ing as sess ment are com plex. 
Fac tors such as dis trict and state pol i cies, in di vid ­
u al ized ed u ca tion plans, in struc tional ac com mo ­
da tions, avail able re sources, and stu dent 
char ac ter is tics are all im por tant com po nents in as ­
sess ment prac tice. The re search team hopes that 
this broad pic ture of ac com mo da tions and al ter ­
nate as sess ment use can be a part of the larger ef ­
fort of help ing stu dents who are deaf or hard of 
hear ing, in clud ing stu dents who are deaf-blind, to 
mean ing fully par tic i pate in state ac count abil ity 
pro grams. 
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Research Update 

Cochlear Implant Study 

Ella Taylor

The Teaching Research Institute


Western Oregon University


The Out comes for Chil dren Who Are 
Deaf-Blind af ter Co chlear Im plan ta tion (CIDB) 
Pro ject is seek ing ap prox i mately 250 chil dren for 
par tic i pa tion in a study to de ter mine the impact of 
co chlear im plan ta tion on au di tory per cep tion, lan ­
guage ac qui si tion, and re cep tive and ex pres sive 
com mu ni ca tion. Cur rently, very lit tle in for ma tion 
is avail able about chil dren who are deaf-blind and 
have co chlear im plants. The pri mary goal of the 
study is to in crease knowl edge about this pop u la ­
tion. Chil dren youn ger than 13 who cur rently use 
or are con sid er ing us ing a co chlear im plant may 
be el i gi ble to par tic i pate. 

At the be gin ning of the study, four as sess ment 
ques tion naires are com pleted for each child: three 
by fam ily members and one by a state deaf-blind 
pro ject staff mem ber based on in ter ac tions with 
the child. Fol low-up as sess ments de pend on how 
long a child has had an im plant. Chil dren who 
have not yet re ceived a co chlear im plant or who 
have re cently re ceived one will have sub se quent 
as sess ments ev ery 12 months for 3 years. Chil dren 
who have had an im plant for less than 7 years will 
be as sessed one more time af ter 12 months. Chil ­
dren who have had an im plant for more than 7 
years un dergo no fur ther as sess ments. A small sti ­
pend is given to fam i lies of chil dren who qual ify 
for par tic i pa tion in the study. 

The CIDB Pro ject is a joint ef fort by the Teach ­
ing Re search In sti tute at West ern Or e gon Uni ver ­
sity, the Beach Cen ter on Dis abil ity at the 
Uni ver sity of Kan sas, and the Mid west Ear In sti ­
tute at St. Luke’s Hos pi tal, in Kan sas City, Mis ­
souri. Fif teen state deaf-blind pro jects are 
par tic i pat ing: Cal i for nia, Florida, Il li nois, In di ana, 
Kan sas, Ken tucky, Mary land, Min ne sota, Mis ­
souri, Ne braska, New Jer sey, New York, Or e gon, 
Penn syl va nia, and Texas. This pro ject (Grant 
#H327A050079) is funded by the U.S. De partment 
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of Ed u ca tion’s Of fice of Spe cial Ed u ca tion. For 
more in for ma tion, visit http://www.wou.edu/cidb, 
e-mail CIDB@wou.edu, or call 877-660-CIDB 
(2432). 

Adapted Prelinguistic Milieu


Teaching for Children Who Are


Deaf-Blind


Susan M. Bashinski

Beach Center on Disability


University of Kansas


De vel op ment of a ca pa bil ity for mean ing ful 
com mu ni ca tion is a pri mary goal for children who 
are deaf-blind. Prelinguistic Mi lieu Teach ing 
(PMT) strat e gies have been found to ef fec tively in ­
crease the use of ges tures and vo cal iza tions by 
chil dren with sig nif i cantly de layed lan guage or in ­
tel lec tual dis abil ity, but have not pre vi ously been 
adapted for chil dren who are deaf-blind. The Pro ­
mot ing Com mu ni ca tion Out comes through 
Adapted Prelinguistic Mi lieu Teach ing for Chil ­
dren Who Are Deaf-Blind study is be ing con ­
ducted to in ves ti gate the ef fec tive ness of these 
strat e gies in im prov ing com mu ni ca tion out comes 
for chil dren with deaf-blind ness who have not yet 
de vel oped for mal lan guage skills. The study 
(Grant #H324D030003) is funded by the U.S. De ­
part ment of Ed u ca tion’s Of fice of Spe cial Ed u ca ­
tion. 

Twelve chil dren be tween the ages of 3 and 8 
years, from the greater Kan sas City area and from 
Law rence and To peka, Kan sas, are par tic i pat ing in 
the study. Two chil dren are in the base line phase, 
in which their ini tial sta tus is as sessed and de ­
scribed prior to the start of in ter ven tion. Four chil ­
dren are cur rently in the in ter ven tion phase. Six 
have al ready com pleted their in ter ven tion and are 
be ing mon i tored to see whether they main tain the 
com mu ni ca tion skills gained dur ing in ter ven tion. 

Dur ing the in ter ven tion phase, which lasts sev ­
eral months, each child par tic i pates in one-on-one 
in ter ac tion ses sions with a pro ject staff mem ber 4 
out of 5 days each week. Each 45-min ute ses sion 
in cludes teach ing rou tines de signed to pro vide 
op por tu ni ties for the child to use nat u ral ges tures 
and/or vo cal iza tions. The staff mem ber fol lows the 
child’s lead to the great est ex tent pos si ble. 

At the start of the study, each child com mu ni ­
cated at a very, very low rate. That is, each child 
made less than one com mu ni ca tive at tempt per 
minute. A com mu ni ca tive at tempt, or act, is de ­
fined as a ges ture, a vo cal iza tion, or a com bi na tion 

of these two, per formed for the pur pose of in ter ­
act ing with an other per son. Ex am ples in clude a 
child’s rais ing a hand to give a “high five” to an ­
other per son, tak ing an other per son’s hand and 
mov ing it to a de sired toy, or ex tend ing a hand 
with palm up to re quest an item. The goal for this 
study is to in crease the num ber of com mu ni ca tive 
acts by each child to at least one per min ute for the 
du ra tion of a 45-min ute ses sion over three con sec ­
u tive vid eo taped ses sions (one ses sion vid eo taped 
with each child each week). So far, five chil dren 
have met or ex ceeded this goal. The over all av er ­
age com mu ni ca tion rate, when in ter ven tion ended 
for each of the six chil dren, was 1.52 com mu ni ca ­
tion acts per min ute. This means that, on av er age, 
the chil dren com mu ni cated, with out prompt ing, 
an av er age of 68 times dur ing each 45-min ute ses ­
sion. All of the chil dren, in clud ing one child who 
did not achieve the tar get goal be cause of mo tor 
chal lenges, showed sig nif i cant in creases in their 
rates of com mu ni ca tion and in the di ver sity of 
ways that they commu ni cated. 

This study is now be ing re peated in In di ana. 
The In di ana Deaf-Blind Pro ject has iden ti fied six 
chil dren who will par tic i pate in the in ter ven tion 
and be eval u ated us ing the same pro ce dures as in 
the Kan sas study. 

As a re sult of this re search, chil dren who are 
deaf-blind are demon strat ing prog ress, most of 
them sig nif i cant prog ress, in learn ing prelinguistic 
com mu ni ca tion skills. More im por tantly, they are 
learn ing the power of com mu ni ca tion—an es sen ­
tial bridge to sym bolic forms of com mu ni ca tion. It 
is hoped that fam i lies of chil dren with deaf-blind ­
ness will also ben e fit from this study. As a re sult 
of their chil dren’s in creased com mu ni ca tion skills, 
fam i lies might ex pe ri ence more en joy able in ter ac ­
tions, re duced frus tra tion, and in creased par tic i pa ­
tion by their chil dren in fam ily ac tiv i ties. The 
study’s pos i tive re sults pro vide con crete sup port 
for in ten sive ap pli ca tion of adapted PMT strat e ­
gies, and might be used by fam i lies to ad vo cate for 
this ser vice. State deaf-blind pro jects may also 
ben e fit by shar ing in for ma tion about this ev i ­
dence-based strat egy with spe cial ed u ca tion ad ­
min is tra tors and lo cal school teams. For more 
in for ma tion, con tact Susan Bashinski by phone at 
785-864-2459 (voice) or 785-864-3434 (TTY), or by 
e-mail at sbashins@ku.edu. 
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Publication on Research-Based 

Instructional Strategies for Students 

with Disabilities 

The Ac cess Cen ter in Wash ing ton, DC, has de ­
vel oped Strat e gies to Im prove Ac cess to the Gen eral 
Ed u ca tion Cur ric u lum. This is a pe ri od i cally up ­
dated chart that iden ti fies ed u ca tional prac tices 
that are ei ther backed by ev i dence or are prom is ­
ing but need more val i da tion. Strat e gies in clude 
com puter-as sisted in struc tion, dif fer en ti ated in ­
struc tion, peer-as sisted learn ing, pro fes sional col ­
lab o ra tion, adapted books, lit er acy-rich 
en vi ron ments, cur ric u lum-based mea sure ment, 
and func tional be hav ioral as sess ment sys tems. 
The chart can be ac cessed at 
http://www.k8accesscenter.org/doc u­
ments/InstructionalMethodsandPractices_3-16.pdf 

What Works Clearinghouse Help 

Desk 

The What Works Clear ing house’s Ev i ­
dence-Based Ed u ca tion Help Desk pro vides fed ­
eral, state, and lo cal ed u ca tion of fi cials, 
re search ers, pro gram pro vid ers, and ed u ca tors 
with prac ti cal, easy-to-use tools for rig or ous eval­
u a tion of ed u ca tional in ter ven tions and iden ti fi ca ­
tion and im ple men ta tion of ev i dence-based 
in ter ven tions. The Help Desk is op er ated by the 
What Works Clear ing house of the U.S. Ed u ca tion 
De part ment’s In sti tute of Ed u ca tion Sci ences. Call 
the Help Desk toll free at 866-992-9799 for help in 
us ing and find ing re sources, or e-mail 
info@whatworkshelpdesk.ed.gov. See the Web site 
at http://www.whatworkshelpdesk.ed.gov. 

If you have in for ma tion that you would like to in ­
clude in “Re search Up date,” con tact: 

Peggy Malloy 
malloyp@wou.edu 
503-838-8598 (V/TTY) 

Deaf-Blind Perspectives 
Teach ing Re search In sti tute 
345 N. Monmouth Ave. 
Monmouth, OR 97361 

For Your Library 

Go ing PLACES: Tran si tion Guide lines for Com ­
mu nity-based Phys i cal Ac tiv i ties for Stu dents
Who Have Vi sual Im pair ments, Blind ness, or
Deafblindness 

Lauren Lieberman, Scott Modell, Ileah Jackson, & Paul
Ponchillia. (2006). Louisville, KY: American Printing
House for the Blind. 

Go ing PLACES is a re source guide for teens and 
young adults that pro motes in de pend ent phys i cal 
ac tiv ity. It out lines a step-by-step process for 
choos ing and par tic i pat ing in sports and other 
phys i cal ac tiv i ties out side of the school arena. It 
in cludes worksheets for choos ing an ac tiv ity, de ­
scrip tions of ac tiv i ties, mod i fi ca tions and ac com ­
mo da tions, sug ges tions for skill de vel op ment, 
in for ma tion about safety and self-ad vo cacy, and 
ath lete pro files that en cour age a healthy life style. 
It is available in large print and Braille for mats, 
both of which come with a CD-ROM ver sion (stan ­
dard text). Cost: $68.00. To order, con tact the 
Amer i can Print ing House for the Blind. Phone: 
800-223-1839. E-mail: info@aph.org. Web: 
http://www.aph.org. 

Touch of Home. . . Road to Real iz ing a Vi sion 

Betsy Hodge & Monika McJannet-Werner. (2006).
Liberty Corner Enterprises, Inc. and Helen Keller
National Center. 

Deaf-blind peo ple with ad di tional and com plex 
chal lenges are of ten underserved. This 48-page 
pub li ca tion de scribes a model for the de vel op ment 
of a program to success fully sup port deaf-blind in­
di vid u als in a set ting that offers not only a hous ­
ing op tion, but vo ca tional choices and 
op por tu ni ties to par tic i pate in the dy nam ics of a 
com mu nity.  It is a pro gram that re flects life, 
rather than life be ing run on a pro gram.  Touch of 
Home was de vel oped through a col lab o ra tive 
pro cess that in cluded local enti ties and ser vices 
in the Asheville, North Carolina area and a part ­
ner ship with Lib erty Cor ner En ter prises, an af ­
fil i ate pro gram of the Helen Keller Na tional 
Cen ter (HKNC). The mono graph was writ ten in 
re sponse to many in qui ries re ceived re gard ing 
the de vel op ment of the pro ject, and to en cour­
age others to de velop sim i lar re sources in their 
own com mu nity.  Sin gle copies can be ob tained 
free of charge by con tacting Rob Ruis at 
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rruis@libertycornerent.com, or Monika Werner 
mw4HKNC@aol.com.  The doc u ment can also 
be down loaded from the HKNC web site, 
http://www.hknc.org. It is avail able in al ter na ­
tive for mats. 

Tactile Strat e gies for Chil dren Who Have Vi sual
Im pair ments and Mul ti ple Dis abil i ties: Pro mot ­
ing Com mu ni ca tion and Learn ing Skills 

Deborah Chen & June E. Downing. (2006). New York:
AFB Press. 

This book is de signed to teach ser vice pro vid ers 
and fam ily members how to in ter act through 
touch with chil dren who need tac tile in for ma tion 
to sup port their learn ing. Top ics in clude the sense 
of touch, sup port of in ter ac tions through touch, 
as sess ment of tac tile skills and plan ning of in ter ­
ven tions, con sid er ation of mul ti ple com mu ni ca ­
tion options, adaptation of man ual signs to meet 
a child’s needs, selection and use of ap pro pri ate 
tac tile strat e gies, and encouragement of emerg ­
ing lit er acy. Cost: $39.95. Available from AFB 
Press. Phone: 800-AFB-LINE (232-5463). E-mail: 
afborder@abdintl.com. Web: 
http://www.afb.org. 

From Rus sia with Love and Care for Chil dren 
with Mul ti ple Dis abil i ties and Chal leng ing Be ­
hav iour: A Demon stra tion Model [CD-ROM] 

Jan van Dijk, Catherine Nelson, & Ton van der Meer.
(2006). 

This in ter ac tive CD-ROM is the re sult of co op er a tion 
be tween the au thors and staff mem bers of the Chil ­
dren’s House at Sergiev Posad in the Rus sian Fed er ­
a tion. From 2000 to 2005, the group col lab o rated as 
they stud ied chil dren with mul ti ple sen sory im pair ­
ments and mod er ate to se vere chal leng ing be hav ­
iors. The be hav iors of six chil dren are an a lyzed 
through video anal y sis, A-B-C anal y sis, and di rect 
ob ser va tion. In ter ven tions and fol low-up mea sures 
are in cluded. For a more de tailed de scrip tion, see 
http://dblink.org/newpub.htm. Cost: $45.00. Or der 
by sending a check to Mr. Joe Franken, 4619 Spyglass 
Drive, Dal las, TX 75287. Write “From Rus sia” on 
your check. 

Teach ing Lan guage Arts, Math, and Sci ence to
Stu dents with Sig nif i cant Cog ni tive Dis abil i ties 

Diane M.Browder & Fred Spooner (Eds.). (2006).
Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co. 

The pur pose of this book is to show mean ing ful 
ways for ed u ca tors to help stu dents with sig nif i ­
cant cog ni tive dis abil i ties to meet the ex pec ta tions 
of the No Child Left Be hind Act with re gard to 
prog ress in read ing, math, and sci ence. It in cludes 
chap ters on pro mot ing ac cess to the gen eral cur ­
ric u lum, build ing lit er acy at the presymbolic, 
early symbolic, and read ing lev els, en hanc ing nu ­
mer acy, and teach ing math and sci ence func tional 
skills in ac cor dance with the act’s stan dards. Cost: 
$49.95. Avail able from Paul H. Brookes Pub lishing 
Co. Phone: 800-638-3775. E-mail: 
custserv@brookespublishing.com. 
Web: http://www.brookespublishing.com. 

Pro ceed ings of the Sum mit on Ce re bral/Cor ti cal
Vi sual Im pair ment: Ed u ca tional, Fam ily, and
Med i cal Per spec tives, April 30, 2005 

Elizabeth Dennison & Amanda Hall Lueck (Eds.).
(2005). New York: AFB Press. 

This sum mit brought to gether ed u ca tors, med i cal 
pro fes sion als, and fam i lies to dis cuss is sues re ­
lated to cor ti cal vi sual im pair ment (CVI). Pan els 
con sid ered the fol low ing top ics: the def i ni tion of 
CVI, clin i cal and func tional mea sures used to 
iden tify chil dren with CVI, how brain re search can 
be in te grated into ed u ca tion and re ha bil i ta tion of 
chil dren with CVI, avail able ev i dence that can be 
used to serve chil dren with CVI, and re search and 
train ing needs in the field. Cost: $39.95. Avail able 
from AFB Press. Phone: 800-AFB-LINE (232-5463). 
E-mail: afborder@abdintl.com. 
Web: http://www.afb.org. 

CHARGE Syn drome: A Man age ment Man ual for 
Par ents 

Meg Hefner & Sandra Davenport (Eds.) (2002).
CHARGE Syndrome Foundation. 

This man ual, published in 2002, is now avail able 
on line as an in ter ac tive pub li ca tion in Adobe PDF 
For mat.  It includes in for ma tion about the medi cal 
as pects of CHARGE, de vel op ment and ed u ca tion, 
and resources.  The man ual is also available in 
Span ish (must be or dered offline). Web: 
http://chargesyndrome.org/re sources-man ual.asp 
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Conferences and Events 

8th International CHARGE Syndrome

Conference


July 27–29, 2007

Costa Mesa California


For in for ma tion con tact the CHARGE Syn ­
drome Foun da tion, Inc., 409 Vandiver Drive, Suite 
5-104, Colum bia, MO 65202. Phone: 800-442-7604. 
E-mail: info@chargesyndrome.org. Web: 
http://www.chargesyndrome.org/con fer­
ence-2007.asp. 

14th Deafblind International World Conference

September 25–30, 2007


Perth, Australia


Ex cit ing in ter na tional and na tional speak ers 
will form part of the con fer ence pro gram based 
around the theme, “World wide Con nec tions: 
Break ing the Iso la tion.” An es ti mated 1000 del e ­
gates will at tend from through out the world. Par ­
tic i pants will in clude in ter na tional, na tional, and 
lo cal health and dis abil ity pro fes sion als and ser ­
vice pro vid ers; rec og nized ex perts in 
deafblindness; and repre sen ta tives from the in ter ­
na tional blind and deafblind com mu ni ties. For 
more in for ma tion con tact Senses Foun da tion, Inc., 
P.O. Box 14, May lands WA 6931, Aus tra lia. Phone: 

61 8 9473 5400. TTY: 61 8 9473 5488.

E-mail: con fer ence@senses.asn.au.

Web: http://www.dbiconference2007.asn.au.


Helen Keller National Center National Training
Team Seminars 

The Helen Keller Na tional Cen ter Na tional 
Training Team (NTT) was es tab lished to in crease 
knowl edge and sup port the de vel op ment of skills 
spe cific to deaf-blind ness in in di vid u als work ing 
with con sum ers who are deaf-blind across the 
coun try. The NTT holds nu mer ous sem i nars 
through out the year.  The 2007 sched ule was not 
avail able at the time this is sue of Deaf-Blind Per ­
spec tives went to press. For up-to-date in for ma ­
tion, check the NTT web page 
(http://hknc.org/FieldServicesNTT.htm) or contact 
Do ris Plansker, NTT Ad min is tra tive As sis tant. 
Phone: 516-944-8900, ext. 233. TTY: 516-944-8637. 
E-mail: ntthknc@aol.com. 

Addressing the Needs of Students Labeled Deaf

and Low Functioning, Deaf-Blind, or At-Risk


Institute

March 28–30, 2007


Houston, Texas


An over whelm ing ma jor ity of stu dents who are 
deaf, hard of hear ing, or deaf-blind do not tran si ­
tion to col lege.  There are many fac tors that con ­
trib ute to this—dur ing child hood, as well as 
dur ing and af ter tran si tion from high school.  This 
con fer ence will pro vide op por tu ni ties to learn 
from na tional and state lead ers about ed u ca tional, 
re ha bil i ta tion, home, and job train ing strat e gies. 
For more in for ma tion con tact Theresa John son, 
Ed u ca tion Spe cial ist, 7145 West Tidwell, Hous ton, 
TX 77092. Phone: 713-744-6391.  E-mail: 
tjohnson@esc4.net. 

Announcement 

New Deafblind International


Rubella Network


Deafblind In ter na tional re cently ap proved a 
new Ru bella Net work. Al though the Cen ters for 
Dis ease Con trol and Pre ven tion an nounced in 
2005 that ru bella had been erad i cated from the 
United States, the World Health Or ga ni za tion es ti ­
mates that an nu ally, 100,000 chil dren are born 
with con gen i tal ru bella syn drome (CRS) world ­
wide. CRS can cause deaf ness, blind ness, heart 
prob lems, and a host of other health is sues in ba ­
bies born to moth ers who con tract ru bella dur ing 
the first tri mes ter of preg nancy. Of grave con cern, 
is the on set of ad di tional health prob lems as these 
chil dren age. The net work will es tab lish an in ter ­
na tional plat form from which in for ma tion and re ­
search about ru bella and CRS can be shared. For 
more in for ma tion, con tact: 

Nancy O’Donnell
Helen Keller Na tional Cen ter 
141 Mid dle Neck Road 
Sands Point, NY 11050 
HKNCNOD@aol.com 
516-944-8900, Ext. 326 
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Back Issues of Deaf-Blind

Perspectives


Back is sues of Deaf-Blind Per spec tives, be gin ning 
with the first is sue pub lished in Sep tem ber 1993, are 
avail able on line at http://www.tr.wou.edu/tr/dbp. 
The fol low ing is a list of some of the ar ti cles, es says, 
po ems, and re search up dates that can be found on 
the web site. 

Feature Articles 

•	 Co chlear Im plants for Young Chil dren Who Are 
Deaf-Blind 

•	 Class room Ob ser va tion In stru ment for Ed u ca ­
tional En vi ron ments 

•	 Pro ject SA LUTE In for ma tion Sheets: A Field Test of 
the Span ish Trans la tion in Puerto Rico 

•	 Un der stand ing Bal ance Prob lems in Chil dren with 
CHARGE Syn drome 

•	 A Per sonal View of Changes in Deaf-Blind Pop u la ­
tion, Phi los o phy, and Needs 

•	 No Teacher Left Be hind: Train ing Teach ers to Meet 
the Chal lenge of Ac cess ing the Gen eral Cur ric u lum 
for Deafblind Stu dents 

•	 Com puter Ac tiv i ties to Sup port Com mu ni ca tion 
and Lan guage De vel op ment 

•	 Cap tur ing Change: Mea sur ing the Im pact of An In ­
ter agency Tran si tion Team Ap proach 

•	 PHASES: Psy chol o gists Help ing to As sess Stu ­
dents’ Ed u ca tional Strengths 

•	 Grade One Braille for Stu dents Who Are Deafblind 

•	 Res o nance Boards 

•	 Intervenor Train ing 

Additional Articles 

•	 Pro ject SPAR KLE 

•	 Forty Years Af ter the Ep i demic: HKNC Hosts an 
In ter na tional Sym po sium on Ru bella 

•	 Get ting In Touch: The Perkins Mu seum 

•	 DVD/Video Re view: We Have Con tact! 

•	 Learn ing From Chil dren Who Are Deafblind: 
“Throw Away the Toys” 

•	 Com mu ni ca tion Port fo lio: A Tool to In crease the 
Com pe tence of Com mu ni ca tion Part ners of Learn ­
ers Who Are Deafblind 

•	 Ready for Part ner ship: Col lab o ra tion Be tween 
NFADB and State Deaf-Blind Pro jects 

•	 Deafblindness in Aus tra lia: The State of the Na tion 

•	 Or e gon Deafblind Pro ject In ter vener Train ing Pro ­
gram 

•	 Deafblind In ter na tional World Con fer ence on 
Deafblindness Work shop Pre sen ta tions 

•	 Mis sis sippi’s Deaf-Blind Fo cus 

•	 As sess ment as a Cre ative Ac tion 

•	 AADB Mentoring Pro ject 

•	 Col lab o ra tion Achieves Travel Suc cess 

Essays/Poems 

•	 Our Ex pe ri ences (to Date) with Sam’s Co chlear 
Im plant 

•	 Fif teen To day (poem) 

•	 Guard ian ship (poem) 

•	 Per sonal Per spec tives: Se lect ing the Right Assistive 
Tech nol ogy for Me 

•	 Per sonal Per spec tive: Be ing More DeafBlind 

•	 Per sonal Ret ro spec tive: Roberta Reid 

•	 Sib lings: Un usual Con cerns…Un usual Op por tu ni ­
ties 

•	 Per sonal Per spec tives: Ron Relaford 

•	 Spot light on Assistive Tech nol ogy 

•	 The Si lent Dark (poem) 

•	 He Did n’t Lis ten (poem) 

•	 Per sonal Per spec tives: Steph a nie MacFarland 

Research Update 

•	 The “Strug gle to Symbol ism” Stud ies 

•	 Func tional Hear ing In ven tory: Pro ject to Iden tify 
Cri te rion-Re lated Va lid ity and Interrater Re li abil ­
ity 

•	 Pro mot ing Com mu ni ca tion Out comes through 
Adapted Prelinguistic Mi lieu Teach ing for Chil ­
dren Who Are Deaf-Blind 

•	 As sess ment Pro ject Up date: Val i da tion of Ev i ­
dence-based As sess ment Strat e gies to Pro mote 
Achieve ment in Chil dren Who Are Deafblind 

•	 Per sons Ag ing with Hear ing and Vi sion Loss 

In Every Issue 

•	 For Your Li brary (New Prod ucts and Pub li ca tions) 

•	 An nounce ments 

•	 Con fer ences & Events 
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