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Em pha sis on tech nol ogy in schools has made com put ers avail able to chil dren in ed u ca tional pro grams 
through out the coun try. Books are brought to life on the screen, and chil dren ex plore the world from their 
desktops via the World Wide Web. With mod i fi ca tions of hard ware and soft ware, teach ers of chil dren who are 
deafblind can take ad van tage of this ex cit ing tech nol ogy to en hance com mu ni ca tion de vel op ment, ed u ca 
tional ac tiv i ties, and lei sure time. 

A child’s phys i cal, sen sory, and cog ni tive abil i ties play im por tant roles in de ter min ing ap pro pri ate com puter 
ac tiv i ties. Al though all three ar eas over lap, com puter in put and out put meth ods are pri mar ily de ter mined by 
phys i cal and sen sory abil i ties; se lec tion of ed u ca tional soft ware pro grams is de ter mined by a child’s cog ni tive 
abil i ties and ed u ca tional ob jec tives. 

This ar ti cle pres ents an over view of com puter mod i fi ca tions, adap tive equip ment, and selected soft ware pro
grams used with chil dren in the Deafblind Pro gram at Perkins School for the Blind. Many other mod i fi ca tions 
and soft ware pro grams are avail able that are ap pro pri ate for deafblind chil dren. The ex am ples and ideas pre
sented here can be ap plied to a va ri ety of other types of com puter equip ment and pro grams. For ad di tional in-
for ma tion, see the re sources listed at the end of the ar ti cle. 

Input Methods 
Most com puter sys tems use a key board and/or mouse for in put to the com puter. These de vices pres ent a bar
rier for many deafblind chil dren be cause of vi sual or phys i cal lim i ta tions.  The fol low ing sug ges tions ad dress 
how to work with a stan dard key board or mouse as well as al ter na tives to these de vices. 

Using a Mouse or Mouse Replacement 

The use of a stan dard mouse re quires good vi sual and mo tor skills. Children who are deafblind may be able to 
use a stan dard mouse with some mod i fi ca tions or they may need an al ter na tive de vice. 

Pro moting mouse skill de vel op ment. If it is phys i cally pos si ble for the child to use a mouse, de sign ac tiv i ties that 
en cour age de vel op ment of this skill. A draw ing pro gram, for ex am ple, may pro vide an en joy able and re ward 
ing ac tiv ity that a child can use to learn con trol of the mouse. Pop u lar draw ing pro grams such as Kid Pix 
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(Broderbund) and Kid Works De luxe (Knowl edge Ad
ven ture) add an au di tory com po nent to the draw ing ac
tiv ity and pro vide a wide ar ray of col ors and draw ing 
fea tures. 

Mouse place ment. Placing the mouse on some thing such as 
a box brings it closer to the screen and makes it eas ier for 
the child to see the di rect re la tion ship be tween the move
ment of the mouse and the move ment of the pointer on 
the screen. Placing the mouse on a slanted sur face such as 
an empty three-ring binder helps re in force the con cept 
that push ing the mouse up or down moves the screen 
pointer up or down. 
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Pointer en large ment. En large ment of the pointer will 
help the child lo cate and fol low it on the screen. The 
size of the pointer can be in creased through the 
mouse con trol panel in Win dows. For Macintosh 
com put ers, mouse con trol pan els such as Biggy (R.J. 
Coo per) can be added to the sys tem soft ware. There 
are also other set tings that can be used to en hance 
mouse vis i bil ity. For ex am ple, in Win dows you can 
set the mouse to leave a “trail” as it moves across the 
screen for eas ier track ing and to show the lo ca tion of 
the pointer when you hit the con trol key. 

Tac tile or vi sual mouse cues. A tac tile “re minder” such 
as a small fuzzy piece of velcro on the mouse but ton 
helps the child lo cate the but ton and re minds him 
where to press. On a mouse with two but tons, the 
velcro pad or a col ored dot helps the child dis crim i 
nate be tween the two but tons. 

Tracking speed. Mouse track ing speed and dou
ble-click set tings can be con trolled us ing the mouse 
con trol panel in ex ist ing sys tem soft ware. A very 
slow set ting pre vents the pointer from mov ing too 
quickly across the screen. 

Trackballs. A trackball is a mouse al ter na tive that 
looks like a mouse turned up side down. The ball is 
rolled within its socket to move the pointer. This re
quires less arm move ment than mov ing a mouse 
around, mak ing it eas ier for a child with lim ited mo
tor abil i ties to use. Some trackballs such as Penny & 
Giles  rollerball Light and Penny & Giles Trackball 

Plus (Don Johnston) and SAM-Trackball (R.J. Coo
per), have util ity pro grams that al low for con trol of 
cur sor speed and other func tions. 

Joy sticks.  A joy stick mouse al lows the child to con
trol the pointer by mov ing the joy stick in the de sired 
di rec tion. A foam cov er ing can be added for those 
with lim ited grasp abil i ties. SAM-Joystick (R.J. Coo
per) and Penny & Giles Joy stick (Don Johnston) 
have a track ing speed that is con sid er ably slower 
than a tra di tional mouse and the but tons can be set 
to per form spe cific func tions such as click, dou
ble-click, and lock-button-down for drag. 

Touch screens. A touch screen al lows a child to in ter 
act di rectly with the com puter pro gram by us ing his 
or her fin ger to point to ob jects on the screen as a re
place ment for mouse ac tions. Ex am ples of touch 
screens in clude TouchWindow (Edmark), which at
ta ches to a mon i tor with velcro, and Troll Touch, 
mon i tors with built-in touch screens. 

Hot spots. A hot spot is an ac tive lo ca tion on the 
screen where the user might “point and click,” re
sult ing in ac tion within the pro gram. For ex am ple, 
in an in ter ac tive sto ry book, chil dren can click on 
char ac ters or ob jects re sult ing in an i ma tion, mu sic 
or sounds. Once iden ti fied, the hot spot can be ac
cessed through an al ter na tive key board or with a 
switch. ClickIt! (IntelliTools) and Dis cover:Switch 
(Don Johnston) are ex am ples of soft ware pro grams 
used to cre ate hot spots. 
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Keyboard Adaptations and Alternatives 

Stan dard com puter key boards pres ent a chal lenge 
for many chil dren. The let ters and keys are small 
and con tain nu mer ous char ac ters, and the keys are 
highly sen si tive. For chil dren with good mo tor skills 
and cog ni tive abil ity, learn ing keyboarding skills is 
a rea son able goal. Many chil dren who are deafblind, 
how ever, will need a key board al ter na tive. 

Key board la bels. Key board la bels are stick ers that can 
be placed di rectly on the keys. Zoom Caps (Don 
Johnston) are avail able in large print with high con
trast. 

Keyguards. Keyguards (Don Johnston, TASH) have 
cor re spond ing holes for each key and are used to 
pre vent un wanted key presses. They are usu ally 
made from plexi glass and at tach to stan dard key
boards with heavy duty velcro. A keyguard also 
makes it pos si ble for chil dren with lim ited mo tor 
abil i ties to use keys such as shift and con trol which 
re quire two fin gers, by pro vid ing a latch for each of 
these keys. 

Slant boards. A slant board can be used to po si tion 
the key board at a dif fer ent an gle or bring it closer to 
the screen. They are good for chil dren with mo tor 
dif fi cul ties who use a head- or mouth-stick and may 
fa tigue quickly if the key board is flat on the ta ble. 
They are also use ful for chil dren with lim ited vi sion 
who do not have touch typ ing skills and may tire 
eas ily or lose their place be cause they con stantly 
have to shift their fo cus from the screen to find let
ters on the key board. A slant board can be con
structed from light weight ply wood or TriWall, a 
heavy weight tri ple layer cor ru gated card board. 

Ex panded or mem brane key boards. Ex panded or mem
brane key boards can have keys of any size printed 
on over lays. Each over lay may con sist of let ters, 
num bers, words, phrases, pic tures or com bi na tions 
thereof, cus tom ized for each child to spe cific soft
ware pro grams. In di vid ual keys may per form mul
ti ple-step func tions such as print ing, sav ing, or 
mov ing to a dif fer ent file or pro gram. IntelliKeys 
(IntelliTools) co mes with a stan dard set of over lays. 
Cus tom over lays can be cre ated us ing Over lay 
Maker (IntelliTools). Other ex panded key boards in
clude Dis cover:Board and Key Largo (Don 
Johnston). 

On-screen key boards. On-screen key boards work well 
for chil dren with low vi sion who do not have 
keyboarding skills be cause they al low the child to 
keep his or her head up right and fo cused on the 
screen, elim i nat ing the need to look from the screen 
to the key board to search for let ters. OnScreen (R.J. 
Coo per) uses stan dard al pha nu meric key board 
char ac ters. Dis cover:Screen (Don Johnston) lets the 

user de sign dif fer ent key boards con tain ing let ters, 
words, phrases, and pic tures. 

Word-prediction pro grams. Word-prediction pro
grams are use ful for chil dren with lim ited phys i cal 
abil i ties, poor spell ing, or slow typ ing skills. The 
pro gram at tempts to guess each word as the child 
types the be gin ning of a word and pres ents the 
guesses in a num bered list. The child then se lects the 
cor rect word from the list and the word pre dic tion 
pro gram trans fers the word into the ap pli ca tion. 
This re duces the num ber of key strokes re quired to 
en ter text and pro vides cor rectly spelled words. 
Co:Writer (Don Johnston) is one word-prediction 
soft ware pro gram. 

Switches. Children with phys i cal lim i ta tions may not 
have suf fi cient mo tor con trol to ac cess a mouse or 
key board. If the child is able to pro duce a re li able 
mo tor move ment, he or she may use a switch (Don 
Johnston, Ablenet, TASH) as a sub sti tute. One of the 
most com monly used switches looks like a large but
ton which the child presses to ac ti vate. Other 
switches are avail able with a va ri ety of spec i fi ca 
tions to meet dif fer ent fine and gross mo tor abil i ties. 
Soft ware pro grams used to help chil dren learn the 
con cept of cause and ef fect gen er ally re quire switch 
in put for in ter ac tion with the pro gram.   Switches 
are also uti lized in scan ning, an in put method for 
chil dren who are un able to use di rect se lec tion. A 
switch in ter face is re quired to con nect a switch to 
the com puter. 

Output Methods 
Vi sual out put is a ma jor com po nent of most com
puter ac tiv i ties for chil dren. Many pro grams con
tain col or ful graph ics, an i ma tion, and QuickTime 
mov ies. Re cent soft ware pro grams also in te grate 
sounds, dig i tized speech, and mu sic. A child who is 
deafblind may have dif fi culty ac cess ing these pro
grams due to vi sual lim i ta tions and may not have 
suf fi cient hear ing to ben e fit from the sound com po 
nent. 

Visual Output 

Mon i tor po si tion ing. The mon i tor should be po si 
tioned at eye level for the child. For some chil dren 
this may mean plac ing the mon i tor on a ta ble in
stead of on the CPU, or us ing an ad just able chair or 
ta ble. Mon i tor arms, avail able at most of fice and 
com puter sup ply cen ters, al low the mon i tor to be 
eas ily ad justed. 

Mon i tor size. Typ i cal mon i tors have a 13- or 14-inch 
screen, but mon i tors are avail able with screens up to 
21 inches. Larger mon i tors in crease the size of the 
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view ing area. This can be ben e fi cial when us ing a 
screen-enlargement pro gram. 

Font size. The font size of la bels for ap pli ca tions and 
doc u ments can be in creased us ing the Views con trol 
panel on Macintosh com put ers or Ac ces si bil ity Op
tions in Win dows 95 or 98. Large fonts make it eas ier 
for chil dren with low vi sion to lo cate their doc u 
ments and pro grams on the desk top. 

Screen-enlargement soft ware. Screen-enlargement 
soft ware per forms ad just ments such as screen mag
ni fi ca tion, cur sor track ing, in ver sion of screen col
ors, split screen view ing, and screen re view. Screen 
nav i ga tion is pos si ble through the use of key board 
com mands or the mouse. Ex am ples in clude 
ZoomText Xtra (Ai Squared) and MAGic 
(Henter-Joyce) for Win dows and inLarge (Alva Ac
cess) for the Macintosh. 

Braille dis plays and screen read ers. Braille read ers can 
use a refreshable  brai l le  dis  play such as 
PowerBraille (Blazie) on Win dows com put ers to ac
cess the screen. A screen reader trans lates the in for 
ma tion on the screen for out put to a speech 
syn the sizer for chil dren who can un der stand 
speech. Some screen read ers in clude sup port for 
braille dis plays. Win dow-Eyes (GW-Micro) and 
Jaws for Win dows (Henter-Joyce) are two pop u lar 
screen read ers. 

SoundOutput 

Built-in speak ers. Most com put ers have built-in 
speak ers for sound out put. Children who wear 
hear ing aids may be able to hear sounds pro duced 
by the built-in speak ers if the qual ity of the speak ers 
is good. 

Am plified speak ers. Vol ume and vi bra tion can be in
creased sig nif i cantly with the use of am pli fied 
speak ers. Am plified speak ers are some times in
cluded in com puter pack ages. They are also avail
able from com puter stores, com puter mail or der 
com pa nies, and some elec tron ics stores.  The 
Interactor Cush ion (AURA) is a seat cush ion with a 
built-in am pli fied speaker that pro vides out stand 
ing vi bra tional feed back of mu sic soft ware pro
grams that have a heavy bass com po nent. 

FM sys tems. Children who use an FM Au di tory 
Trainer can use the head phone jack in the com puter 
and FM unit to di rectly re ceive sounds in the FM 
unit. 

Educational Software Programs 
There are hun dreds of ed u ca tional soft ware pro
grams avail able that ad dress learn ing ac tiv i ties such 
as un der stand ing cause and ef fect, choice mak ing, 

lan guage de vel op ment, read ing and writ ing, math, 
sci ence, cre ative think ing, and com mu ni ca tion. The 
se lec tion of soft ware pro grams for chil dren who are 
deafblind de pends upon each child’s cog ni tive 
level, ed u ca tional ob jec tives, and sen sory abil i ties. 

In di vid ual soft ware pro grams can be adapted us ing 
some of the in put and out put meth ods de scribed 
above to meet the learn ing needs of chil dren of a va
ri ety of ages and cog ni tive abil i ties. Listed be low are 
four dif fer ent types of soft ware pro grams along 
with ex am ples of how each can be mod i fied to meet 
dif fer ent needs. Many of these ideas can be ap plied 
to other soft ware pro grams to cus tom ize ac tiv i ties 
for chil dren who are deafblind.

 Art/Creativity Software 

Kid Pix Stu dio De luxe (Broderbund) is a mul ti me 
dia draw ing pro gram. It has a wide ar ray of tools for 
draw ing; mak ing lines, boxes, and cir cles; stamp ing 
graph ics; and en ter ing text. This pro gram is ap pro 
pri ate for chil dren as young as pre school age, yet 
can be fun for teen ag ers too.  The fol low ing ex am 
ples show some of the ways this pro gram can be 
used. 

An ini tial com puter ac tiv ity for young chil dren. Use 
with a touch screen as a means of in tro duc ing very 
young chil dren to the com puter. The teacher makes 
color and other draw ing se lec tions us ing the mouse 
as the child scrib bles on the screen with his or her 
fin ger to cre ate a pic ture. As the child be comes fa-
mil iar with the pro gram, won der ful op por tu ni ties 
arise for en cour ag ing the use of lan guage for ac tiv i 
ties such as re quest ing color changes and la bel ing 
ob jects and pic tures. 

Teaching about cause and ef fect. One of the draw ing 
tools avail able is a mixer tool that shakes up the pic
ture on the screen. It can be used with a touch screen 
or switch to teach cause-and-effect ac tiv i ties to chil
dren of any age. Cre ate a ran dom draw ing on the 
screen, se lect the mixer tool and place the pointer 
some where on the draw ing. Each time the child 
touches the screen or presses the switch, the screen 
will change ac cord ing to the mixer set ting. Some set
tings pro duce a dra matic change, cre at ing a re ward 
ing cause-and-effect ac tiv ity. There is also an eraser 
tool with sev eral choices that pro duce dra matic 
screen ac tions. 

Mouse or joy stick train ing. Use a trackball or adapted 
joy stick with the but ton locked down. Se lect a col or 
ful paint brush and place the pointer in the draw ing 
area. As the child moves the trackball or joy stick, 
large col or ful graph ics ap pear on the screen. 
Children who can use the mouse learn to “drag” or 
hold the mouse but ton down as they move it. 
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Teaching choice mak ing. Draw ing ac tiv i ties can be 
used as a way to help learn other skills such as with 
the use of a pic ture com mu ni ca tion sys tem. Give the 
child pic ture sym bols as so ci ated with par tic u lar 
draw ing tool func tions (e.g., color, shape) or place 
them on an over lay for an ex panded key board. The 
teacher then draws the pic ture ac cord ing to the 
choices made by the child. Some chil dren ac tu ally 
en joy watch ing a pic ture be ing cre ated more than 
draw ing it them selves. 

Interactive Story Books 

A num ber of pop u lar chil dren’s books have been 
trans formed into in ter ac tive, an i mated sto ries on 
CD-ROM. Ex am ples in clude The Cat in the Hat, Ar 
thur’s Read ing Race, Lit tle Mon ster at School, and 
Sheila Rae the Brave (Liv ing Books/Broderbund). 
Al though the pro grams are la beled ap pro pri ate for 
chil dren from Kin der gar ten through Grade Four, 
mean ing ful ac tiv i ties can be cre ated for chil dren of 
other ages as well, when used with ap pro pri ate 
mod i fi ca tions. 

Cause-and-effect ac tiv i ties. Each “page” of the book 
con tains ob jects and/or char ac ters that an i mate 
when the user mouse-clicks on them. Cre ate hot 
spots for each ac tive area on the screen. Use the scan
ning op tion with high light ing turned off to have the 
hot spots scanned in vis i bly. Each time the child 
presses the switch, a dif fer ent hot spot is ac ti vated 
re sult ing in a ran dom cause-and-effect ac tiv ity. 

Lan guage ac tiv i ties. 

� Using a touch screen, have the child iden tify and 
point to spe cific ob jects and char ac ters. The child 
is re warded with an i ma tion and sound each time 
he or she touches a re quested ob ject. 

� Use a pro gram to cre ate hot spots and an al ter na 
tive key board as de scribed un der In put Methods 
above. Make an over lay for an ex panded key
board with pic tures of ob jects on the screen. The 
child can point to pic tures on the key board to ac
ti vate spe cific hot spots. This is an ideal ac tiv ity 
to en cour age the use of pic tures and re in force 
point ing to pic tures. Over lays can also be cre ated 
that con tain line draw ings, words and phrases or 
sen tences re lated to ob jects, char ac ters, and ac
tions on the screen. 

� Children can cre ate their own ver sion of a story 
by print ing screens and us ing their own lan
guage to re tell the story in Sign Lan guage or in 
writ ing. 

� Children who have some hear ing can en joy hav
ing a story read to them at a slower pace by us ing 
the mouse to click on each word to hear it spo ken. 

Ei ther the teacher or stu dent can con trol the 
mouse for this ac tiv ity. 

Word Processing Programs 

Word pro cess ing pro grams that have large print op
tions and speech out put in clude IntelliTalk 
(IntelliTools) and Write:OutLoud (Don Johnston). 
Each has op tions that al low the user to change text, 
back ground col ors, font size, and voice. 

� Use an ex panded key board to cre ate writ ing ac
tiv i ties that ad dress cur ric u lum top ics, daily 
sched ules, lunch menu choices, spell ing vo cab u 
lary, and spe cial ac tiv i ties. Words, pic ture sym
bols, and pho to graphs can be used in the 
over lays. 

� Ex panded key boards can also be used to cre ate 
keys that take the place of multistep func tions. 
For ex am ple, some chil dren may be able to use a 
word pro ces sor for ba sic writ ing ac tiv i ties but 
have dif fi culty with func tions such as print ing. 
An ex panded key board with an over lay can be 
set up to per form these func tions with a sin gle 
key press. 

� Use an on-screen key board with a word pro cess 
ing pro gram for chil dren with low vi sion and 
poor typ ing skills. Over lays, as de scribed above, 
also work well with an on-screen key board such 
as Dis cover:Screen. 

Cause-and-Effect Software Programs 

In ad di  t ion to the op t ion of  cre at  ing 
cause-and-effect ac tiv i ties us ing “off-the-shelf” 
soft ware as de scribed in some of the pre vi ous ex am 
ples, a num ber of pro grams are avail able that were 
cre ated spe cif i cally to en cour age cause-and-effect 
learn ing us ing switch ac cess. 

RadSounds (R.J. Coo per). In tended for teen age us ers, 
this pro gram has 20 choices of mu sic, rang ing from 
heavy rock and roll to pop u lar songs. Col or ful danc
ers ap pear on the screen ac com pa nied by mu sic. 
Am plified speak ers or the Interactor Cush ion 
(AURA), which pro vides feed back through vi bra 
tion, al low chil dren with lim ited hear ing to en joy 
the pro gram. 

UKanDu Switches, Too! (Don Johnston) is a se ries of 
cause-and-effect pro grams with large col or ful 
graph ics for young chil dren. The pro grams pro vide 
the op por tu nity for sim ple se quenc ing to be ad
dressed in a story for mat. When the switch is 
pressed, the story pro gresses one step un til com ple 
tion. For ex am ple, in Mary Wore Her Red Dress 
(Eensy & Friends),  the child helps Mary dress by 
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press ing the switch to add dress, socks, shoes, and 
hat, one at a time. 

Switch Ba sics (SoftTouch) is an other sin gle-switch 
pro gram with large clear graph ics. The pro gram 
con tains nine dif fer ent ac tiv i ties that use sounds, 
mu sic, pho to graphs, and col or ful graph ics to ad
dress sim ple switch use, turn-taking and scan ning 
skills. 

Press  to  Play (Don Johnston)  is  a se r ies  of 
switch-activated pro grams that prog ress from sim
ple cause-and-effect ac tiv i ties to be gin ning scan
ning skills train ing. The pro grams pres ent a sin gle 
pic ture cue on a black back ground with a large col
or ful graphic re ward for each switch ac ti va tion. 

Information Resources 

Closing the Gap 
P.O. Box 68 
Henderson, MN 56044 
(507) 248-3294 
http://www.closingthegap.com 
info@closingthegap.com 

RESNA (Rehabilitation Engineering and
Assistive Technology Society of North
America) 
1700 North Moore St., Ste. 1540 
Arlington, VA 22209-1903 
(703) 524-6686 
(703) 524-6639 tty 
http://www.resna.org 
info@resna.org 

ABLEDATA 
8401 Colesville Road, Ste. 200 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
(800) 227-0216 
(301) 608-8912 tty 
http://www.abledata.com 
kabelknap@aol.com 

Alliance for Technology Access 
2175 E. Francisco Blvd., Ste. L 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
(415) 455-4575 
(415) 455-0491 tty 
www.ATAccess.org 
ATAinfo@ATAccess.org 
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Company Information 
Ablenet, Inc.

1081 10th Ave. S.E.

Minneapolis, MN 55414

(800) 322-0956 
http://www.ablenetinc.com 
customerservice@ablenetinc.com 

Ai Squared 
P.O. Box 669 
Manchester Center, VT 05255 
(802) 362-3612 
http://www.aisquared.com 
zoomtext@aisquared.com 

Alva Access Group, Inc. 
http://www.aagi.com 
info@aagi.com 

Aura 
Interactor Cushion Distributor 
Sign-Along Communications, Inc. 
3111 Route 3 #11, Ste. 304
 Mt. Laurel, New Jersey 08054 
(888)-917-SIGN 
http://www.advanix.net/~ameslan/FeelSound.html 
kp@sign-along.com 

Blazie Engineering 
105 E. Jarretsville Rd. 
Forest Hill, MD 21050 
(410) 893-9333 
http://www.blazie.com 
info@blazie.com 

Broderbund Software, Inc. 
500 Redwood Blvd., P.O. Box 6121 
Novato, CA 94948 
(800) 521-6263 
www.broderbund.com/education/programs 
cust_serv@learningco.com 

Don Johnston Incorporated 
26799 West Commerce Dr. 
Volo, IL 60073 
(800) 999-4660 
http://www.donjohnston.com 
info@donjohnston.com 

Edmark Corporation 
P.O. Box 97021 
Redmond, WA 98073 
(800) 691-2986 
http://www.edmark.com 
edmarkteam@edmark.com 

http://www.closingthegap.com
mailto:info@closingthegap .com
http://www.resna.org
mailto:info@resna.org
http://www.abledata.com
mailto:kabelknap@aol.com
http://www.ATAccess.org
mailto:ATAinfo@ATAccess.org
http://www.ablenetinc.com
mailto:customerservice@ablenetinc.com
http://www.aisquared.com
mailto:zoomtext@aisquared.com
http://www.aagi.com
mailto:info@aagi.com
http://www.advanix.net/~ameslan/FeelSound.html
mailto:kp@sign-along.com
http://www.blazie.com
mailto:info@blazie.com
http://www.broderbund.com/education/programs
mailto:cust_serv@learningco.com
http://www.donjohnston.com
mailto:info@donjohnston.com
http://www.edmark.com
mailto:edmarkteam@edmark.com
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GW-Micro, Inc. 
725 Airport North Office Park 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 
(219) 489-3671 
support @gwmicro.com 
http://www.gwmicro.com 

Henter-Joyce, Inc. 
11800 31st Court North 
St. Petersburg, FL 33716-1805 
(800) 336-5658 
http://www.hj.com 
info@hj.com 

IntelliTools 
55 Leveroni Ct., Ste. 9 
Navato, CA 94949 
(800) 899-6687 
http://www.intellitools.com 
info@intellitools.com 

Knowledge Adventure 
4100 West 190th Street 
Torrance, CA 90504 
(800) 545-7677 
http://www.KnowledgeAdventure.com 
schoolsales@knowledgeadventure.com 

R.J. Cooper & Associates 
24843 Del Prado, Ste. 283 
Dana Point, CA 92629 
(800) RJCOOPER 
http://www.rjcooper.com 
info@rjcooper.com 

SoftTouch 
4300 Stine Road, Ste. 401 
Bakersfield, CA 93313 
(877) 763-8868 
http://www.funsoftware.com 
softtouch@funsoftware.com 

TASH 
3512 Maryland Ct. 
Richmond, VA 23233 
(800) 463-5685 
tashinc@aol.com 
http://www.tashint.com 

Troll Touch 
25510 Ave. Stanford, Ste. 106 
Valencia, CA 91355 
(800) 201-1160 
http://www.trolltouch.com 
info@touchproducts.com 

Com puters in Our Class rooms was orig i nally pub lished in Work shop 
Pro ceed ings of the 1997 Na tional Con fer ence on Deafblindness: The In di vid 
ual in a Changing So ci ety, Wash ing ton, DC June 6-9, 1997, Watertown, 
MA: Hilton Perkins Pro gram. It has been re vised and re printed in this 
is sue of Deaf-Blind Per spec tives with per mis sion. The views ex pressed 
are those of the au thor and do not nec es sar ily re flect those of Teaching 
Re search Di vi sion or the U.S. De part ment of Ed u ca tion. 

Research-to-Practice 
Parent Perspectives on Psychoeducational 

Assessment: Fill ing the Gap Be tween Par ents 
and Prac ti tio ners 

Harvey H. Mar, Ph.D., Project Director 
Nancy Sall, Ed.D., Pro ject Co or di na tor 

An eval u a tor is pre par ing to con duct an as sess 
ment of a 7-year-old child who is deaf-blind. The 
child at tends a spe cial ed u ca tion pro gram for chil
dren with se vere dis abil i ties where he re ceives 
speech/lan guage ther apy, oc cu pa tional ther apy, 
and mo bil ity train ing. Ma te rials are gath ered, nec
es sary pa pers col lected, and the test kit is or ga nized. 
Is  the eval  u a  tor  ready to  con duct a 
psychoeducational as sess ment on this child?  As we 
talk to more and more par ents, we are learn ing that 
the an swer is, “Not re ally.” 

Psychoeducational as sess ment is the pro cess of 
care fully gath er ing in for ma tion to learn about an in
di vid ual’s cog ni tive abil i ties, com mu ni ca tion skills, 
so cial ex pe ri ences, be hav iors, in ter ests, and learn
ing style. Re sults from an as sess ment can be used to 
gen er ate ed u ca tional goals and to iden tify the best 
strat e gies and re sources to help a child achieve those 
goals. 

Be cause in di vid u als who are deaf-blind are so di
verse in their sen sory func tion ing, as well as in their 
learn ing and com mu ni ca tion skills, as sess ment of 
deaf-blind chil dren can be a chal leng ing task. Nu-
mer ous con cerns ex ist re gard ing how as sess ments 
should be con ducted. The re li abil ity of the as sess 
ment re sults is an other im por tant is sue. Do they 
give an ac cu rate pic ture of a par tic u lar child’s abil i 
ties? 

A re cent pro ject, Psychoeducational As sess ment of 
Stu dents who are Deaf-Blind, con ducted a sur vey 
and held a fo cus group with par ents and guard ians of 
school-age chil dren who are deaf-blind in an ef fort to 
de ter mine their thoughts and con cerns re gard ing the 
as sess ment pro cess. Twenty-five par ents re sponded 
to the sur vey and four par tic i pated in the fo cus 
group, shar ing ex pe ri ences about their own chil
dren’s psychoeducational eval u a tions. The fol low ing 
sug ges tions were com piled from their in put. 
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What can evaluators do to make sure 
assessments are useful and accurate? 

Use an eval u a tor who has ex pe ri ence work ing with 
deaf-blind chil dren. Eval u a tors who are ac cus tomed 
to work ing with deaf-blind chil dren and are sen si 
tive to their needs have a better grasp of the con cerns 
and is sues unique to these stu dents and their fam i 
lies. 

Com mu ni cate di rectly with the stu dent. It is im por tant 
to un der stand how each child com mu ni cates. The 
eval u a tor needs to use the child’s own com mu ni ca 
tion meth ods (e.g., Sign Lan guage, ges tures, words, 
tac tile signs, body lan guage, fa cial ex pres sion) dur
ing the eval u a tion. 

Be come fa mil iar with tech niques for adapt ing test ma te ri 
als for chil dren who are deaf-blind. Par ents ex pressed 
frus tra tion with eval u a tions that were per formed 
us ing tests and pro ce dures de signed for chil dren 
with nor mal sight and hear ing. These ma te ri als are 
not ap pro pri ate for deaf-blind chil dren. 

Spend time be com ing fa mil iar with the child prior to for
mal test ing. Per haps one of the most im por tant parts 
of the as sess ment pro cess, from the per spec tive of 
par ents, is pre par ing for the as sess ment by learn ing 
as much as pos si ble about the stu dent prior to the 
eval u a tion. One fa ther stated that the very first step 
of an eval u a tion should be to get to know the child 
and what his or her likes and dis likes are. An other 
child’s mother pointed out that peo ple who don’t 
have con tact with her daugh ter on a reg u lar ba sis 
don’t un der stand what she is say ing. 

Be pa tient and take time to do the eval u a tion. When eval
u at ing deaf-blind chil dren it is es sen tial to take 
enough time to give them a chance to suc ceed. It 
may be use ful to con duct the eval u a tion over more 
than one ses sion. 

In clude the fam ily in the eval u a tion pro cess. Ask par ents 
for their in put. Par ents fa vored eval u a tions in which 
the prac ti tio ner took the time to con tact them di
rectly. Also take into con sid er ation how cul tural fac
tors such as dif fer ent ra cial back grounds may af fect 
the as sess ment pro cess. 

In clude clear, easy-to-understand rec om men da tions in 
the writ ten re port. The re port should in clude sug ges 
tions for fu ture goals and spe cific con crete in ter ven 
tions that can be used at school, at home, and in 
other set tings.  One par ent com mented that a help
ful fea ture of her son’s eval u a tion re port was that it 
listed goals that weren’t solely re lated to ther apy, 
but could be used in ev ery day life. Avoid the use of 
jar gon or ex ces sively tech ni cal lan guage. Par ents 
may feel over whelmed by the use of pro fes sional 
jar gon in re ports or dur ing meet ings. 

Make sure that the in for ma tion in the writ ten re port is ac
cu rate. Some par ents in di cated that while parts of 
their chil dren’s re ports were sat is fac tory, other 
parts could be mis con strued or con tained in cor rect 
in for ma tion. For ex am ple, the copy of a re port one 
par ent re ceived stated that her son had bron chi tis, 
but the par ent had told the eval u a tor that her son 
had men in gi tis. 

Make sure the par ents re ceive a copy of the writ ten re port. 
On more than one oc ca sion, par ents in di cated that 
they had never seen a copy of the re port or they were 
un aware that an eval u a tion had been con ducted. 

How can psychoeducational assessments be 
used by parents? 

Com ments from par ents fo cused on ways that 
psychoeducational as sess ments could sup port 
them at home. One par ent in di cated that she would 
like to have prog ress re ports made avail able to her 
on a reg u lar ba sis and felt that she would ben e fit 
from guid ance about how to help her daugh ter at 
home. Oth ers also felt it would be use ful to re ceive 
train ing to help them work with their chil dren to 
pro mote their in de pend ence and abil ity to com mu 
ni cate and in ter act in nat u ral en vi ron ments. 

Summary 
Re sults from this study can be used to bridge the gap 
be tween what par ents and pro fes sion als know 
about psychoeducational as sess ment. The meet ings 
and in ter views con ducted by this pro ject have re
sulted in a greater aware ness of par ents’ per spec 
tives re gard ing the as sess ment pro cess and can be 
used to broaden pro fes sion als’ un der stand ing of 
psychoeducational as sess ment. Based on what par
ents are say ing, a psychoeducational eval u a tion 
must go be yond merely con duct ing a test or writ ing 
a re port. As sess ments should in clude par ents as 
mem bers of the team, and pro fes sion als should be 
ex pe ri enced in work ing with in di vid u als who are 
deaf-blind. As sess ment also should fo cus on com
mu ni ca tion. It should use ap pro pri ately adapted 
ma te ri als and should re sult in mean ing fully writ ten 
re ports that em pha size pur pose ful and func tional 
in ter ven tions. 
Psychoeducational As sess ment of Stu dents who are Deaf-Blind: A 
De ci sion-Making Model for School-Based Prac ti tio ners (Grant 
#H025D60011) is a three-year funded pro ject from the U. S. De part 
ment of Ed u ca tion, Of fice of Spe cial Ed u ca tion Pro grams. This ar ti cle 
was pre pared by Nancy Sall. The con tents do not nec es sar ily re flect 
the po si tion of the U. S. De part ment of Ed u ca tion. 

The au thors grate fully ac knowl edge the con tri bu tions and sup port of 
the fam i lies who par tic i pated in this study. We also wish to ex press 
our sin cere thanks to Carrie Masten of NFADB for her help with the 
sur vey. 
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Resources for Deaf-Blind

Children and Youth


Lisa Jacobs, DB-LINK 

Par ents of chil dren who are deaf-blind have much 
to be proud of. Their long his tory of ad vo cacy for 
their chil dren has suc ceeded in cre at ing re sources to 
sup port the goal of qual ity ed u ca tional pro grams. 
This ar ti cle de scribes three fed er ally funded agen
cies that pro vide ser vices and sup port to chil dren 
who are deaf-blind, par ents, teach ers, and other ser
vice pro vid ers: 

� State and Multi-State Pro jects for Children and 
Young Adults Who Are Deaf-Blind 

� NTAC, The Na tional Tech ni cal As sis tance Con
sor tium for Children and Young Adults who are 
Deaf-Blind 

� DB-LINK, The Na tional In for ma tion Clear ing 
house on Children who are Deaf-Blind 

These agen cies are funded by the Of fice of Spe cial 
Ed u ca tion Pro grams (), which  is part of the De part 
ment of Ed u ca tion lo cated in Wash ing ton, DC. 
OSEP over sees the fund ing of the In di vid uals with 
Dis abil ities Ed u ca tion Act (IDEA), and IDEA fund
ing sup ports these three agen cies.  In for ma tion 
about NFADB, The Na tional Fam ily As so ci a tion of 
Deafblind, a non profit, vol un teer-based fam ily as-
so ci a tion, is also listed be low. 

State and Multi-State Projects for Children and

Young Adults Who Are Deaf-Blind


These deaf-blind pro jects pro vide as sis tance and 
train ing op por tu ni ties to fam i lies and to teach ers, 
other pro fes sion als, and agen cies in volved with 
deaf-blind chil dren (birth to age 22). The pro jects are 
re spon si ble for iden ti fy ing chil dren who are 
deaf-blind in their states, and they col lect sta tis tics 
about the num ber and char ac ter is tics of deaf-blind 
chil dren for a na tional cen sus com piled by NTAC. 
In gen eral, there is one deaf-blind pro ject in each 
state, but some pro jects serve a group of states. 

The deaf-blind pro jects con duct sur veys in or der to 
de ter mine the types of as sis tance needed in a par tic 
u lar state.  The ed u ca tional needs of deaf-blind chil
dren and youth are unique. A deaf-blind child or 
peo ple work ing with a deaf-blind child may need 
in for ma tion or train ing in a num ber of ar eas. These 
in clude such top ics as com mu ni ca tion skill de vel op 
ment, ed u ca tional strat e gies, be hav ior man age 
ment, vi sion and hear ing loss, ori en ta tion and 
mo bil ity, tran si tion, and in clu sion.  Some of the ser-
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vices of fered by states to meet these needs in clude 
work shops and other types of train ing events, con
sul ta tions, on line courses, news let ters, fact sheets, 
lend ing li brar ies, op por tu ni ties for par ent-to-parent 
con tact, and fam ily re treats. Many state pro jects col-
lab o rate with uni ver si ties and teacher prep a ra tion 
pro grams to pro vide in for ma tion to fu ture teach ers. 

If you don’t know how to con tact the deaf-blind pro
ject in your state, call DB-LINK. If you are aware of 
your state pro ject, but have lost touch with it, call to 
find out what types of train ing op por tu ni ties or 
meet ings are hap pen ing in your state. 

The state deaf-blind pro jects work closely with 
NTAC, DB-LINK, and NFADB to en hance each pro
ject’s cur rent ac tiv i ties and to fur ther de velop state 
and lo cal re sources. 

NTAC, The National Technical Assistance 
Consortium for Children and Young Adults who 

are Deaf-Blind 

NTAC pro vides as sis tance and sup port to fam i lies, 
ser vice pro vid ers, and agen cies in volved with 
deaf-blind chil dren and youth (birth to age 28) 
through out the United States.  Its pri mary goals are 
to im prove ser vices and ed u ca tional strat e gies for 
deaf-blind chil dren and to help states iden tify all 
chil dren who can ben e fit from those ser vices. 
NTAC works pri mar ily through state deaf-blind 
pro jects and lo cal agen cies and does not work di
rectly with deaf-blind chil dren.  Ac tiv ities in clude 
help ing fam i lies and agen cies in in di vid ual states 
and lo cal ar eas form good work ing re la tion ships, 
de velop new ser vices, and im prove ex ist ing ser
vices; pro vid ing train ing op por tu ni ties for fam i lies 
and teach ers; help ing par ents gain knowl edge 
about ser vices for their child and de velop ad vo cacy 
skills; and help ing young deaf-blind adults de velop 
the skills they need to ad vo cate for them selves and 
take con trol of their own lives. 

For a de scrip tion of some of the re cent ac tiv i ties of 
NTAC see “NTAC Up dates” in this is sue of 
Deaf-Blind Per spec tives. 

Contact NTAC staff at: 
Teaching Research 
Voice: (503) 838-8391 
TTY: (503) 838-8821 
E-mail: ntac@wou.edu 

Or, 
Helen Keller National Center 
Voice & TTY:  (516) 944-8900 Ext. 307 
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DB-LINK, The National Information

Clearinghouse on Children who are Deaf-Blind


DB-LINK is a na tional pro ject that col lects and dis
trib utes in for ma tion about deaf-blindness to any
one who needs it, in clud ing par ents, teach ers, state 
deaf-blind pro ject staff, and other pro fes sion als. 
Ser vices in clude an in for ma tion cen ter with a large 
col lec tion of books, jour nals, news let ters, vid eos, 
and other types of ma te ri als; re fer rals to or ga ni za 
tions and groups in volved in deaf-blindness; and an 
ex ten sive web site.  DB-LINK has also pro duced a 
num ber of pub li ca tions on a va ri ety of top ics in clud 
ing com mu ni ca tion and ori en ta tion and mo bil ity, 
and in col lab o ra tion with NTAC, pub lishes the 
news let ter Deaf-Blind Per spec tives three times a year. 
In for ma tion spe cial ists are avail able to re spond to 
in di vid ual re quests for in for ma tion, in clud ing 
in-depth re search. 

Phone: (800) 438-9376 
TTY: (800) 854-7013 
E-mail: dblink@tr.wou.edu 
Web: www.tr.wou.edu/dblink 

NFADB, The National Family Association of

Deafblind


 is a great re source for in for ma tion, sup port, and ca
ma ra de rie.  Through a net work of re gional vol un 
teers, fam i lies can con nect with other fam i lies and 
lo cate sup port, ad vo cacy, and ex pe ri ence close to 
home. In co op er a tion with NTAC, the or ga ni za tion 
holds a sum mer work shop for fam i lies each year. 
The as so ci a tion also pub lishes a great news let ter 
three times a year. 

(800) 255-0411, ext. 275 
E-mail: nfadb@aol.com 
Web: www.nfadb.org 

All of these re sources are avail able for par ents and 
other peo ple in volved in the lives of deaf-blind chil
dren. It’s easy to con nect with the folks who are 
there to help you. 

Fall Start-Ups Focus on 
Learning: New Model 
Demonstration Grants 

Gail Leslie, DB-LINK 

For 20 years, the fed eral gov ern ment has sup
ported the ed u ca tion of deaf-blind chil dren with 
dem on stra tion or re search grants that are de signed 
to fos ter in no va tion, val i date prac tices, and de velop 
ef fec tive ser vice com po nents.  Many of the cur rent 
prac tices, tech niques, and ma te ri als that sup port 
prac ti tio ners have grown out of this pro gram.  Three 
new model dem on stra tion pro jects were awarded 
fund ing in 1999. All three fo cus on learn ing needs 
and strat e gies.  They are di rected by re search ers 
who each have a his tory of di rect ing other pro jects 
un der this pro gram. 

Project SALUTE: Successful Adaptations for

Learning to Use Touch Effectively


For many chil dren who are deaf-blind, tac tile com
mu ni ca tion is the pri mary mode of learn ing and 
com mu ni ca tion.  What are the best ways to teach 
tac tile com mu ni ca tion?  When should in struc tion 
be gin?  Is there a stan dard ized vo cab u lary?  These 
are just some of the ques tions that will drive the 
work of Pro ject SA LUTE.  Working with a Na tional 
Ad vi sory Com mit tee and fo cus groups across a 
num ber of states, pro ject staff will iden tify, de velop, 
doc u ment, and val i date tac tile learn ing strat e gies 
for chil dren, in fants through el e men tary school age. 
One fo cus group in par tic u lar will be done with 
Span ish-speaking fam i lies in or der to pro duce ma
te ri als that are cul tur ally re spon sive.  Ma te rials pro
duced by the pro ject will in clude a man ual and 
vid eos for both home and school en vi ron ments that 
will be in Eng lish, close-captioned, and in Span ish. 
Re searcher and Pro ject Co-Director Deborah Chen’s 
ex per tise in cludes iden ti fi ca tion of and early in ter 
ven tion prac tices for in fants who are deaf-blind, es-
tab l ish ment of qual i ty in di  ca tors of early 
in ter ven tion ser vices, and work with fam i lies.  She 
will co-direct this pro ject with June Downing whose 
work in the field has in cluded re search and de vel op 
ment of cur ric ula, and train ing mod ules in com mu 
ni ca tion. 

Pro ject Con tact:

Deborah Chen, Ph.D.

California State University, Northridge

18111 Nordhoff St.

Northridge, CA  91330

(818) 677-4604 
E-mail: deborah.chen@csun.edu 
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Project SPARKLE: Supporting Parent Access to 
Resources, Knowledge, Linkages and Education 

For fam i lies of chil dren who are deaf-blind, in for 
ma tion is es sen tial for meet ing the spe cific needs of 
their child. Changes in the In di vid uals with Dis abil 
ities Ed u ca tion Act (IDEA) have ex panded the role 
par ents play in their child’s ed u ca tion, and par ents 
are find ing that they need skills and in for ma tion to 
sup port their par tic i pa tion. Fo cusing spe cif i cally on 
deaf-blindness, Pro ject SPAR KLE will de velop a 
new model of in di vid u al ized learn ing that can be 
tai lored to meet spe cific child and fam ily needs. 
Using in ternet tech nol o gies and a web site that will 
be de vel oped for the pro ject, fam i lies will have ac
cess at home, to train ing op por tu ni ties, ma te ri als, 
com mu nity re sources, and con nec tions to other 
fam i lies at times that are con ve nient and meet their 
needs. Sup port will also be pro vided for in di vid u al 
ized child pro gram ming through state fa cil i ta tors 
and par ent part ners and will ex tend into the 
IFSP/IEP pro cess.  Pro ject Di rec tor Linda Alsop’s 
pre vi ous pro jects have in cluded de sign and de liv 
ery of home based early in ter ven tion ser vices, de
sign of  train ing pro grams to in crease the 
ef fec tive ness of intervenors, and Pro ject PRIDE, a 
tech nol ogy pro ject. 

Pro ject Con tact: 
Linda Alsop 
SKI-HI Institute 
Utah State University 
6500 Old Main Hill 
P.O. Box 6582 
Logan, UT 84321 
(435) 797-5598 
(435) 797-5586 (tty) 
E-mail: lalsop@cc.usu.edu 

Learning to Learn: A Systematic Child-Centered 
Model for Skill Development in Young Children 

who are Deaf-Blind 

Re searchers Char ity Rowland and Philip  have 
conducted pro jects cen tered on com mu ni ca tion de-
vel op ment, learn ing, and as sess ment for nearly 10 
years. Their new pro ject builds on the strat e gies and 
tech niques of past pro jects to de velop tools that pro
mote spe cific skill de vel op ment in chil dren who are 
deaf-blind. Tar geting chil dren ages 3-8 years, this 
pro ject will fo cus on the fun da men tal skills nec es 
sary to un der stand and mas ter the so cial en vi ron 
ment (com mu ni ca tion and in ter ac tion) and the 
phys i cal en vi ron ment (ma nip u lat ing ob jects and 
ne go ti at ing ob sta cles).  The ap proach will be to ap
ply in di vid u al ized in struc tion that har nesses the 
mo ti va tion unique to each child to better de ter mine 
how learn ing un folds.  In ter ven tions will be de

signed to op ti mize the child’s cur rent skills and sup
port the de vel op ment of new ones.  Learners will 
also in clude par ents who will learn skills nec es sary 
to nur ture learn ing at home and teach ers who will 
im prove their skills in cre at ing class room en vi ron 
ments that nur ture learn ing.  A five-module pro
gram, Learning to Learn, will be de vel oped. 
Fol low ing the dem on stra tion phase in Or e gon pub
lic schools, five ad di tional states will par tic i pate in 
field test ing. 

Pro ject Con tact: 
Charity Rowland 
Oregon Health Sciences University 
3608 SE Powell Blvd. 
Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 232-9154 x115 
(800) 410-7069 tty 
E-mail: rowlandc@ohsu.edu 

NTAC Updates 

NTAC (The Na tional Tech ni cal As sis tance Con
sor tium for Children and Young Adults Who Are 
Deaf-Blind) pro vides tech ni cal as sis tance to fam i lies 
and agen cies serv ing chil dren and young adults. 
The fol low ing are de scrip tions of some of the re cent 
state and na tional ac tiv i ties that NTAC has par tic i 
pated in. 

New Hamp shire 

ASSETT (Assistive Ser vices to Schools for Ed u ca 
tion, Tech nol ogy & Training), the New Eng land 
Cen ter for Deaf-Blind Ser vices (NEC), and NTAC 
started the 1999-2000 school year off with a bang by 
hold ing a 2-day work shop on com mu ni ca tion for 
deaf-blind stu dents.  Dr. Mary Morse, Spe cial Edu 
ca tion Con sul tant with ASSETT, pro vided in-depth 
train ing to teach ers and paraprofessionals.  Topics 
cov ered dur ing the first day of the work shop in
cluded early lan guage de vel op ment, sym bolic com
mu ni ca tion, and augmentative com mu ni ca tion 
sys tems.  The sec ond day fo cused on strat e gies for 
learn ers with more ad vanced com mu ni ca tion sys
tems. Dr. Morse and NEC will be vis it ing and pro
vid ing tech ni cal as sis tance to the work shop 
par tic i pants through out the school year. 
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Penn syl va nia 

The Penn syl va nia Deaf-Blind Pro ject and NTAC are 
work ing to gether to be gin a new pro ject called BEST 
(Build ing Ef fec tive Stu dent Teams).  Five BEST 
teams, se lected from across the state of Penn syl va 
nia, will re ceive train ing in ef fec tive prac tices as so ci 
ated with teach ing stu dents who are deaf-blind.  The 
teams will also re ceive in ten sive on-site fol low-up 
train ing through out the school year as they be gin to 
use the new skills. 

Del a ware 

The Del a ware Deaf-Blind pro ject con tin ues to col-
lab o rate with NTAC and sev eral state agen cies to 
sup port the Com mu nity Em ploy ment Ini tia tive. 
The goal of this state wide ini tia tive is to im prove 
and ex pand com mu nity em ploy ment for in di vid u 
als who are dis abled, in clud ing those who are 
deaf-blind. Based on their ex pe ri ences and re
search, the agen cies par tic i pat ing in this ini tia tive 
plan to re lease a sum mary of rec om men da tions to 
im prove em ploy ment prac tices through out the 
state. 

Ar kan sas 

The Ar kan sas  Pro ject  for  Children with 
Deafblindness and NTAC re cently com pleted a se
ries of work shops that pro vided train ing to fam i lies, 
teach ers, other ser vice pro vid ers, and com mu nity 
mem bers.  The pur pose of the work shops was to 
build the ca pac ity of teams of in di vid u als to pro vide 
ef fec tive pro gram ming for in di vid u als who are 
deaf-blind and ob tain new in for ma tion and skills 
based on cur rent prac tices. Each team re ceived 
train ing in the fol low ing ar eas: an over view of 
deaf-blindness, com mu ni ca tion, de sign and im ple 
men ta tion of IEPs, ed u ca tional strat e gies, tran si tion 
plan ning and pro gram ming, and per son-centered 
plan ning. 

Geor gia 

The Geor gia Deaf-Blind Pro ject and NTAC are cur
rently col lab o rat ing on some very prom is ing ini tia 
tives fo cus ing on fam ily is sues.  The deaf-blind 
pro ject re cently hired an en er getic fam ily rep re sen 
ta tive to help or ga nize fam ily ini tia tives and guide 
par ents through the pro cess of be com ing a pos si ble 
state chap ter of NFADB. The pro ject is also host ing 
an ex cit ing state wide work shop for sib lings and is 
de vel op ing a team of ed u ca tional ad vi sors to aid the 
tran si tion of stu dents and their fam i lies through the 
ed u ca tional sys tem. 

Na tional Meet ing on Al ter nate As sess ment 

This past Au gust, NTAC spon sored a 2-day na tional 
meet ing in Salt Lake City, to ad dress the al ter nate 

as sess ment needs of stu dents who are deaf-blind. 
Sev enty-seven par tic i  pants from state and 
multi-state deaf-blind pro jects in 41 states, Puerto 
Rico, and the Pa cific Ba sin at tended.  The pur pose of 
the meet ing was to dis cuss and share strat e gies 
about is sues re lated to the im ple men ta tion of  IDEA 
’97 state wide and al ter nate as sess ment re quire 
ments. 

Drs.  Jacqui  Farmer Kearns and Jennifer 
Grisham-Brown from the Uni ver sity of Ken tucky 
pre sented strat e gies for de vel op ing IEPs for 
deaf-blind stu dents based on state as sess ment stan
dards and sug gested ways that pro ject di rec tors 
could use the re sults of their state as sess ment data to 
de velop tech ni cal as sis tance ac tiv i ties.  Dr. Robin 
Green field (Idaho) and Dr. Su zanne Swaffield 
(South Carolina) pro vided over views of their states’ 
as sess ment mod els, and John Killoran from NTAC 
pro vided an over view of IDEA ‘97 and its al ter nate 
as sess ment re quire ments. 

For Your Library 
Better IEPs: How to De velop Legally Cor rect and 
Ed u ca tionally Use ful Pro grams 
Bate man, Barbara D., & Lin den, Mary Anne.  Longmont, 
CO: Sopris West, 1992-1998. 

This is a how-to guide that par ents and ed u ca tors 
can use to de velop ap pro pri ate ed u ca tional plans 
for chil dren with dis abil i ties. It pro vides tools for 
cre at ing IEPs that con form to the law and ex plains 
the role of the IEP in the larger con text of IDEA im
ple men ta tion. Avail able from: Sopris West, 4093 
Spe cialty Place, Longmont, Col o rado  80504, 
(303) 651-2829, http://www.sopriswest.com 

Blind and Vi sually Im paired Stu dents: Ed u ca 
tional Ser vice Guide lines 
Pugh, G.S. & Erin, J. (Eds). Watertown, MA: Perkins 
School for the Blind, 1999. 

The in ten tion of this guide line, pro duced by 
NASDSE (Na tional As so ci a tion of State Di rec tors of 
Spe cial Ed u ca tion) and the Hilton/Perkins Pro gram 
is to pro vide as sis tance to state and lo cal ed u ca tion 
agen cies, ser vice pro vid ers, and par ents.  It de
scribes es sen tial pro gram el e ments and fea tures that 
must be con sid ered when de sign ing ap pro pri ate 
ser vices for stu dents who are blind or vi su ally im
paired, in clud ing stu dents with mul ti ple dis abil i 
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ties. There is no cost for the pub li ca tion.  Avail able 
from Pub li ca tions & Pub lic Re la tions, Perkins 
School for the Blind, 175 N. Bea con St., Watertown, 
MA 02472, (617) 972-7250, Fax (617) 972-7334. 

The Com plete IEP Guide: How to Ad vo cate for 
Your Spe cial Ed Child 
Siegel, Law rence M; Berke ley, CA: Nolo.com, 1998. 

The pur pose of this book is to help par ents ef fec 
tively pro ceed on their own through the IEP pro
cess. It fo cuses on chil dren be tween the ages of 3 and 
22. It in cludes in for ma tion about spe cial ed u ca tion 
laws and the is sues and tasks in volved in IEP de vel 
op ment. Avail able from:  Nolo.com, Inc., 950 Parker 
Street, Berke ley, CA  94710, (800) 955-4775, 
http://www.nolo.com 

Deaf-Blind Con tact Di rec tory 1999-2000 
Amer i can As so ci a tion of the Deaf-Blind, 1999. 

In cludes con tact in for ma tion for AADB mem bers, 
state and lo cal or ga ni za tions, ser vices for deaf-blind 
peo ple, tele com mu ni ca tion re lay ser vices, and dis
trib u tors and man u fac tur ers of assistive tech nol ogy 
and other prod ucts.  Avail able from the Amer i can 
As so ci a tion of the Deaf-Blind, 814 Thayer Av e nue, 
Suite 302, Sil ver Spring, MD 20910-4500. 
TTY (301)  588-6545,  Fax (301)  588-8705, 
aadb@erols.com 

El derly Deafblindness : Pro ceed ings from 3rd Eu
ro pean Con fer ence of Deafblind 
In ter na tional’s Ac quired Deafblindness Net work, 
Marcelli di Numana, 2-7, 1998. 

Pro ceed ings from the first in ter na tional con fer ence 
to fo cus spe cif i cally on el derly deaf-blind in di vid u 
als. The com plete text of the ple nary ses sions is in
cluded in these pro ceed ings.  Text and over heads 
from some of the work shops are also in cluded.  The 
en tire pro ceed ings are avail able on the web: 
http://www.deafblindinternational.org/pa 
pers/el derly.htm  It may also be or dered from 
Lega del Filo D’oro, Via Montecerno 1, Osimo 
(Ancona) 60027 It aly, +39.071 72451, 
Fax +39.07171.7102, green.lfo@usa.net 

Es sen tial El e ments in Early In ter ven tion: Vi sual 
Im pair ment and Mul ti ple Dis abil ities 
Chen, Deborah (Ed.), New York: AFB Press, 1999. 

This book pres ents in for ma tion about as sess ment 
and in ter ven tion strat e gies for in fants and young 
chil dren (birth to 36 months) who have vi sual im
pair ment in ad di tion to other dis abil i ties, in clud ing 
deaf-blindness. Avail able from AFB Press, Cus

tomer Ser vice, P.O. Box 1020, Sewickley, PA 15143, 
(800) 232-3044, http://www.afb.org 

A Guide to Planning and Sup port for In di vid uals 
Who Are Deafblind 
McInnes, John M. (Ed.), Uni ver sity of To ronto Press, 
1999. 

This book fo cuses on in di vid u als who were born 
deaf-blind or ac quired the dis abil ity early in life. 
Topics in clude iden ti fi ca tion, com mu ni ca tion, cog
ni tive de vel op ment, so cial and emotional de vel op 
ment, sex u al ity, and fam ily is sues. Avail able from 
Uni ver sity of To ronto Press, Inc., 5201 Dufferin 
Street, North York, On tario, (800) 565-9523, 
utpbooks@utpress.utoronto.ca 
http://www.utpress.utoronto.ca 

Teaching Com mu ni ca tion Skills to Stu dents with 
Se vere Dis abil ities 
Downing, June E., Bal ti more: Paul H. Brookes Pub
lishing Co., 1999. 

Helping stu dents with se vere dis abil i ties com mu ni 
cate as ef fec tively as pos si ble with teach ers and 
class mates in gen eral ed u ca tion en vi ron ments is the 
scope of this book. Much of the in for ma tion may 
also ap ply to other set tings such as home, com mu 
nity and work place en vi ron ments.  The fo cus is on 
stu dents with se vere cog ni tive dis abil i ties or de vel 
op men tal de lay, au tism, se vere sen sory im pair 
ments (in clud ing deaf-blindness), or se vere 
phys i cal dis abil i ties. 

Im ple menting Uni ver sal New born Hear ing 
Screening Pro grams 
White, Karl R. & Maxon, Antonia Brancia. Lo gan, UT: 
Na tional Cen ter for Hear ing As sess ment and Man age 
ment, 1999. 

Wide spread ac cep tance of the need to iden tify hear
ing loss at an early age has given rise to early iden ti 
fi ca tion pro grams for new borns. This book let 
pro vides a check list of 13 points to as sist hos pi tals in 
de sign ing a uni ver sal new born hear ing screen ing 
pro gram. Avail able from the Na tional Cen ter for 
Hear ing As sess ment and Man age ment, Utah State 
Uni ver sity, 2880 Old Main Hill, Lo gan UT  84322, 
(435) 797-3589. The com plete text is on the web at 
http://www.infanthearing.org/impguide 
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Upcoming Conferences 

February 

Ninth Symposium on Literacy and Disabilities 
February 3-4, 2000 
Cary, North Carolina 

Con tact:

Of fice of CME, CB# 7321, Chase Hall

Uni ver sity of North Carolina School of Med i cine

Cha pel Hill, NC 27599-7321

Phone: (919) 962-2118

Fax: (919) 962-1664

jcox@css.unc.edu

http://www.alliedhealth.unc.edu/lit2k


March 

14th Josephine L. Taylor Leadership Institute 
March 3-5, 2000 
Dal las, Texas 

The theme this year is “Achieving an Ac ces si ble 
World: Part ner ships, Road blocks, and Op por tu 
nities.” 

Con tact:

Gabriella Smith-Coventry

Amer i can Foun da tion for the Blind

11 Penn Plaza, Suite 300

New York, NY 10001

Phone: (212) 502-7654

Fax: (212) 502-7773

gsmith@afb.net

http://www.afb.org


16th Annual PAC RIM 2000 Conference 
March 6-7, 2000 
Wai ki ki, Ha waii 

The Pa cific Rim Con fer ence is an in ter na tional fo
rum on dis abil ity stud ies. Ses sions fo cus on crit i cal 
is sues and in no va tive strat e gies that make a dif fer 
ence in the lives of peo ple with dis abil i ties.  This 
year’s theme is “Cre ating Fu tures: Ka lei do scopes of 
Op por tu nity for Peo ple with Dis abil ities.” 

Con tact:

Valerie Shearer

Cen ter on Dis abil ity Studies

Ha waii Uni ver sity Af fil i ated Pro gram

1776 Uni ver sity Ave., UA 4-6

Ho no lulu, HI 96822

Phone: (808) 956-2673

valerie@cds.ha waii.edu

http://www.cds.ha waii.edu


15th Annual International Conference, 
“Technology and Persons with Disabilities” 
March 20-25, 2000 
Los An geles Air port Hilton Ho tel and the Los 
An geles Air port Marriott Ho tel 

Con tact: 

Cen ter on Dis abil ities

Cal i for nia State Uni ver sity, Northridge

18111 Nordhoff Street

Northridge, CA 91330-8340

Phone: (818) 677-2578 (Voice/TTY)

Fax: (818) 677-4929

ltm@csun.edu

http://www.csun.edu/cod/


Focus on Access Technology

March 29-31, 2000

Minneapolis, Min ne sota


Con tact: 
Kath er ine Ev ans 
Re ha bil i ta tion Re search and Training Cen ter on 
Blind ness and Low Vi sion 
Mis sis sippi State Uni ver sity 
P.O. Box 6189

Mis sis sippi State, MS 39762

Phone: (662) 325-2001

kem1@ra.msstate.edu


April 

Council for Exceptional Children’s Annual 
Convention and Exposition 
April 5-8, 2000 
Vancouver, BC, Canada 

Con tact:

The Coun cil for Ex cep tional Children

1920 As so ci a tion Drive, Reston, VA 20191-1589

Phone: (888) 232-7733

TTY: (703) 264-9446

Fax: (703) 264-9494

http://www.cec.sped.org


Australian National DeafBlindness Conference 
“Deafblindness: Keeping In Touch Beyond 2000" 
April 7-19, 2000 
Fre man tle, West Aus tra lia 

Con tact:

WA Deafblind As so ci a tion 

PO Box 14

May lands, West ern Aus tra lia 6051

Phone: +61 8 9272 1122

Fax: +61 8 9271 3129

TTY: +61 8 9370 3524

wadba@nw.com.au

http://home.connexus.net.au/~dba/con fer.htm
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May 

International Parent to Parent Conference:

“Pioneering Spirit - Blazing New Trails”

May 4-7, 2000

Reno, Ne vada


Con tact:

Cheryl Dinnell

Ne vada Par ent Net work

Uni ver sity of Ne vada, Reno

COE, REPC/285

Reno, NV 89557

Phone: (775) 784-4921, ext. 2352

Fax: (775) 784-4997

cdinnell@scs.unr.edu

http:// www.unr.edu/repc/npn


June 

Early Connections: Developing Partnerships in 
Services to Young Children with Visual 
Impairments (birth to age 8) 
June 4-8, 2000 
Van cou ver, BC, Can ada 

Con tact:

Hilton/Perkins Pro gram

175 N. Bea con St.

Watertown, MA 02472

Phone: (617) 972-7447

Fax: (617) 923-8076

hiltonperkins@perkins.pvt.k12.ma.us


July 

2000 AER International Conference 
July 15-19, 2000 
Den ver, Col o rado 

Con tact:

As so ci a tion for Ed u ca tion & Re ha bil i ta tion of the

Blind & Vi sually Im paired (AER)

4600 Duke Street, Suite 430

P.O. Box 22397

Al ex an dria, VA 22304

Phone: (703) 823-9690

Fax: (703) 823-9695

http://www.aerbvi.org
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American Association for the Deaf-Blind

Conference

July 29-August 1, 2000

Co lum bus, Ohio


The theme for this con fer ence is 21st Cen tury, the 
Deaf-Blind Move On! 

Con tact:

AADB

814 Thayer Ave., Suite 302

Sil ver Spring, MD 20910-4500

TTY: (301) 588-6545

Fax: (301) 588-8705

aadb@erols.com


August 

National Conference of the Foundation Fighting

Blindness: Visions 2000

Au gust 10-13, 2000

Or lando, FL


Con tact:

The Foun da tion Fighting Blind ness

Ex ec u tive Plaza 1, Suite 800

11350 McCormick Road

Hunt Val ley, MD 21031-1014

Phone: (888) 394-3937

TTY: (800) 683-5551

http://www.blind ness.org


You are wel come to 
copy ar  t i  cles from 
Deaf- Blind Per spec 
tives. Please pro vide
the ap pro pri ate ci ta 
tions. 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

� I en joyed this is sue of Deaf- Blind Per spec tives but I am not on your mail ing list. Please send fu ture is
sues to the ad dress be low. 

� I’ve moved! Please send fu ture is sues of Deaf- Blind Per spec tives to my cur rent ad dress. 

� I’m bur ied in in ter est ing pub li ca tions! Please re move my name from your mail ing list. 

Name: ___________________________________Agency: ________________________________________________ 

Street: _____________________________________City: ______________________State: ____ Zip: _____________ 
E- mail ____________________________________  Com ments____________________________________________ 

Mark appropriate categories (3 max.) 
� Person or parent of person who is disabled � Regular education (non Spec.-Ed.) 
� Special education (e.g., teacher, aide) � Therapist (e.g., OT/PT/speech) 
� Administration (e.g., Dept. of Ed., project director) � Teacher trainer 
� Service provider (e.g., social worker, group home) � Government personnel 
� Technical assistance provider � Medical professional 
� Higher education teacher/researcher � Other ____________________________ 

Please send my copy in: 
Mail to: Deaf-Blind Perspectives 

� Grade 2 braille � Large print Teaching Research Division 
345 N. Monmouth Ave. Monmouth, OR 97361 

� Standard print � ASCII (__ Disk __ E-mail) or call Randy Klumph (503) 838-8885, TTY (503) 838-8821, 
Fax: (503) 838-8150, E-mail: dbp@wou.edu 

All issues of Deaf-Blind Perspectives are available on the Internet at www.tr.wou.edu/tr/dbp 1299 

Deaf- Blind Per spec tives is a free pub li ca tion, pub lished three times a year by the Teach ing Re search Di vi sion of West ern Ore gon Uni ver sity. The po
si tions ex pressed in this news let ter are those of the author(s) and do not nec es sar ily re flect the po si tion of the Teach ing Re search Di vi sion or the 
U.S. De part ment of Edu ca tion. DB- LINK and NTAC con trib ute staff and re sources for con tent, ed it ing, and pub li ca tion. 
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Ad dress Serv ice Re quested 

Non profit Or gani za tion 
U.S. Post age 

PAID 
Per mit No. 344


Sa lem, OR


mailto:dbp@wou.edu



